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Mu.'nbai, August 1?

THg 6*VERN|.,tEt{T lS keen
on makinglndia ahub forelec-
tric vehicle (EV) manufactui-
ing and offering incentil-es tr:
attract investments. Horiev€r,
glcbal automotive hearr'-
rveights lilie Renault,Volkswa-
gen, Nissan and Skoda have
decided to {ocus on vehicles
using traditional fu eIs.

They are simply not con-
vlnced about the prospects of
the local EV market. As Venka
tram J\tlamillapa-lle, rnanaging
directoi Renault Iadia,
pointed out EV penetratlon is
just 2olo of the 4. 3 mriiion,wiih
on1}, a handful of pla1,ers. It
fact, the share of EVs in the
totai auto market is rurrning
short oftargets.

rtr{oreover, the charging
infra-structure remains a r,,'or1:
in progress and there aie chal-
lenges relating to tlre levels of
locaiisation. "Dces this irrstif
investment," X,lamillapalle
asked, adding that those
investing are players who are
learnirrg because they are
bringirig in nelv technoicgl,.

Refia ult has beeil shorrcas-
ing E\t at the biennial Indi.an
Auto Expo since 2018 butisyet
to iaurch one in Iadia. "E\r
technologv is araiiable rsith
me and proven. It is not diffi-
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cuit to get it to india,"Mamil.
lapalie sai<i. Lenault has
:cfrai'')ed from launching elcc-
tric verslon of Krvid it India
although the ICf, r'ersion has
been around foryears.

Czech car brand Skoda
wants to rc-focus on petrol.
porvered cars for nory. It has
put its EV plans on th.e back
burner though it had
announced the launch of one
of its models in September
2025. Ashish Gupta, brand
director, Skoda Auto India,
beljeves the inflexion point for
EVs n'ill onl;. come around
2026-27 .''That'srr hen mariu-
facturersrvill have the capabiJ-
ity to locally produce cars and
also t'hen supply chain issues
rvillbe ironed outl'he said,

s F.enault, Nissan,
Voikswagen, and
Skoda are going
slow on EV in lndia
and have decided to
focus on cars using
traditiona! fuels2.4 F;.r,r.
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Charging infrastri:eiure: Nearly
half of 25,000 public chargers
are reportedly non-functional

L+r.r !evel of loeaiis;tio:':l lndia has to
ciepend on countries like China and
South Korea to source battery cells

Gupta obsen'ed that tire
earlier foreca::t of a 100,b EV
penetration by 2030 mighttre
difficuit. "Arour:d i5-79aio
should be achievable, which
itself isouid be substantial,"
Guptaadded,

fapenese producer Nissan
has chosen Thailand overlndia
to manufaiture its upcoming
electric sports utility vehicie
(SUV). On Augusf I , the corn-
panl'solC its stake in the ma:r-
ufacturing ioint venture,
Renauit Nissan Automctive
lndia, to its French partner
Renault as part of its global
restructudllg exercise.

Getman autoirrorive giant
Volksr.,agen also does nct plan
to have a locallymanufactured
tY in India. The ID.4 elecrric

vehicle,v'hich-was suppcsed to
be the first EV fron-r l/olksrra-
gen in the country. $,as to be
launched bythe end of 202,i.

UnliL-e somc of the devel-
oped markets, IndiJs public EY
charging infrastructure
remains tnderdeveioped.As of
February 202-tr, there were
approximately 2 5,000 ptiblic
chargers for all vehicles like
e2W, e?r,!, e4V{, eBus, in the
ccuntr1,, but around I 2,100 of
them were reportedly' non-
functional, as per a report by
TATA.ev. Also, India has to
depend on countries like China
and South Korea to scurc'e bat.
tery ce11s, exposing it to the
ragaries of suppil, chain uncer-
tainties and rhe changing
geopolitical situation.
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