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' Indiaisataloss to formulate - %
¢ " a_ strategy around the il
threatened imposition of re- - '
ciprocal tariffs on imports by,

the US from April 2 as the

Donald Trump regime has:
" not yetclarified whether it is

going to bea country specific

tariff . apphcable on . all.
productsor“thexatenftanﬁs ‘

would differ according to the

product _category; - sources’

have said.
“If the US is seeking to ap-
ply one standard tarifffor the

/country as a whole, one has

to see its implication for dif-
ferent products. If different
tariffs are to be applied on
differerit products, then the
impact would ‘beé . different.
Different products will haVe
varied -capacities to with-
stand specific tariff levels.
Without knowing what the
US has in mind one can’t
make that assessment,” a
source tracking the matter
told busme,sslme

TARIFF SCOPE

. The White House clarified

on Tuesday that the Trump
administration still intended
to impose reciprocal tariffs

on other countries on April 2 .
following Treasury Secretary’

Scott Bessent’s comments

- on - calculation of tariffs

which gave an lmpressmn
that affected countries coul

geta breather and’ negotnate

before the levies are im-
posed. “The intent is to enact
tariffs on April 2:..Unless the

tariff and non-tariff barriers

are equalised, or the US has

rec1procai tanffs due tolack of details *

erage - (tariff weighed by
wvalue of imported goods) is
ralso something that.is not

out..
- -while. India’s is -over five

. times higher at 17 per cent,
per WTO figures. US’ trade

The White House clarlﬁed oh

; hted average tariffis 2.2 |
Tuesday that the Jrump * " ‘weigh ag .
“administration still mtended gg?::&t while Indla’s is12 |
to impose reciprocal tariffs on '
~other countries on April 2. < Average apphed tanffs on,
: 0o agnmﬂturalgoedsbylnd:als

‘ L 5l - much higher at 39 per cent .
hlgher tariffs, the tariffs will while the US duties are at 5

go into effect,” a White percent.
House official said. New Delhi is hopeful that
Sectors that could takesa « sonce;it-commits o bringis
relatrvely bigger hit with US " 'down tariffs* on " certain
reciprocal tariffs include ~ products for the US under
. :pharmhaceuti¢als, -géems & . ‘thebilateral trade agreement
jewellery, speciality chemic- ~ (BTA) being - negotiated,
als, auto parts:and agricul- - Trump’sangstabout the tar-

ture. Exportsfromthesesec— iff disparity and ‘America’s |
torsto the USare substantial ~ trade deficit with India (at

and growing and there is  about $36 billion annually),
scope for increased tariffs ~ would beassuaged.

because of the disparity with o e it

. Washington - in applied * PRODUCTS IDENTIFIED

itariffs. ‘ . Trump.and his officials have
However, ‘the hit they. specxgcally . identified

would take would dependon  products such as cars, mo-

how.US calculates the rec1p- torcycles, wines & spiritsand |
'\ rocal tariffs. |

‘agricultural items as those
“The sectoral calculations attracting very hlgh tariffs in

.of the expected hit are being - India,

dorie by the commodity divi- “India’s tariffs higher than

sions and US division based the US”as it 1s a developmg .
; ol

on various tariff scenanos,
_ the source said.

There is-also no clarityon
whethér the US wishes to
lookat agriculture tariffsand
non-agriculture tariffs separ-'
ately or together while mak- 't
ing the reciprocal tariff cal-
culatxons Whether the US

e

,Would use snnple average
tariffs or trade-weighted av-

-clear,  the source pomted‘,!

. Us’. smple average tanﬁ IN
- on imports is:3.3 per.cent .




