DP World lays tracks for logistics growth with Pali facility boost
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Stretched across 44 acres, the
sound of heavy machinery and the
creaking of metal is constant at
DP World’s Palirail terminal in
Rewari, Haryana, which s
slated toincrease its capacity by 25
per cent, expecting greater
business opportunities across
NorthernIndia.

Builtalongrailway tracksthat
run parallel to the highway and
often feature trains carrying
containers of various colours, the
route tothefacility goesthrough a
narrow, isolated approach road.
With the advent of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridorinthe
recent past, logistics players have
been reaping the benefits of
increased efficiency and
time savings.

“Earlier, ajourney between Pali
and Mundra Portwould take 72
hours. With the western corridor,

thisjourney now takes 24-36 hours
and can carry considerably more
containers,” said Adhendru Jain,
vice-president of railand inland
terminals at DP World, duringa
demonstration on the movement
of containers at the Pali facility.

The dedicated freight corridor
haslarger dimensions than usual
railway tracks, which allows for
double-stacking of containers for
transportation —essentially
allowing up totwice the volumeto
be transported in onejourney.

A20-footcontainer can
carry goodsupto 28,000 kilograms
involume.

The Pali facility isthe
centrepiece of DP World India’s
logistics plan, asitisa hubunder
the hub-and-spoke model —the
facility aggregates cargowith a
dedicated rail service from
MundraPort, and then dispatches
itbyrailtovarious ‘spokes’ —its
own container depotsand
partner terminals.
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The company operatesa
container terminal at Adani Ports
and Special Economic Zone-
owned MundraPortin Gujarat, as
well asthe Nhava Sheva
International Container Terminal
atJawaharlal Nehru Port
Authorityin Maharashtra.

One containerised traincan
carry 90-180 twenty-foot

equivalent unit of containers,
depending on the weight and
technical specifications of the
containers. The recent capacity
expansion will allow the Pali
facilitytohandle240trainsa
month, leadingto quicker
evacuationof cargotoits
intended markets.
Dependingon the container

depot orterminal, the company
handlesa variety of commodities.
“Inexim (export-import) cargo, it
dependsonthecatchmentarea. At
Pali, automotive componentsarea
major cargo source. In Panipat, it’s
riceand consumer packaged
goods, or sporting goods and paper
in Modinagar.In Hyderabad, there
are confectionery and

pharmaceutical products. Onthe
domesticside, ceramics,
polymers, steel, and edible oil are
thetop commodities," Jain said.

Recently, the company’s global
ChiefExecutive Officer, Sultan
Ahmed bin Sulayem, said it is
planningan expansionin
industrial parks and logistics
capabilitiesin India. The
company’srail and inland vertical
hasover100 operational rakes,
seven private terminals, and
around 16,000 domestic
containers.

Accordingto Jain, India will
continueto present opportunities
forthe global logistics player. “We
are evaluating Indiaasamajor
strategic focus market, and
wherever we see the right
opportunity —whetherit’stherail
business or other logistics
verticals. It’'sa case-by-case
evaluation,” Jainsaid.

While the company did not
provide financial dataspecificto

itsIndia operations, DP World’s
global businessreported a10.2 per
centriseinits container volumes
inthe Asia-Pacificand India
regioninthe first half of
calendaryear2024.

When asked about focus areas
forexpansion, Jainsaid that the
company isagnostic to the nature
ofthecargoaslongasthe
opportunity arises. “Itisa
combination ofboth eximand
domestic plans —we’re investing
in capabilities for both. We’re
empowering customers by
providingsolutions for exim, but if
youlookat productslike SARAL
(Sustainable, Assured, Reliable,
and Agile Logistics), where
consumerscan connectasingle
container from manufacturing
clusters toconsumption centres,
it’salldomestic.”

SARALisadedicated door-to-
door cargoservice, underwhich
South Gujaratand Chennaiare
connected to Northern India.



