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&H.Le.yg* fu+rip€Sr Bulk of sales seen happening closer to Deepavali when tax reforms kick in
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a Goh'l on rate change to

meet on August 21

o Based on Gol( advice.

Fitmant Comrnittee-wiil
prepare final agenda

6 GST CoLlncii, to rneet

on Sept 16-19, v*iil give

final recommendaticils

e CentrelStates u'riil then
notify the rate change

ir,al season sales have alqead-v

begun ahead of Onarn, Jerry
lHathelli Xlanaging Director
of \i'rhite Mafi, a consuinel
durables retailer" said that
man)' companies hari
drasticailu croppeo Price' ol.

several products in the iast
20-25 davs.

''i doi't ti-dn-L tlre Herala
consumer rldl q'ait for a GST
reduction till Deep:raii be-
cause he is getting products
at a much lorter Prils righ'.
now through r,arious offers,"
he said.

Auro derlers admit that
customers are enquirhg
about possib'le price r.duc'
ti,)ns. "Some burers atc a:l:'
ing utether rhev shouid'ivait

tili thr: end of Septen:ber or

Octo"trer, so dePending on

the situation there could be

some adiiitional discou:rts. It
is too earlY to decide, but
pl'ecauElcnan' measrffes are

iireacl being coirsiciereri,''
saiC a dealef of a leadirig
automobile companii

LAI-JhiC Hl{S" OFFEBS O}'I

Colisumer electronics
brarCs aie preParing
strategies tc soften the irn-
pact of the wait-and-watch
mood.

"In tele."isions and srnart
appliarces, buf ing behaviour
is not driven b-v price alone.

Ear1,v indicators suggest

slroilg consumer s€niiment

and si-& pcsitive rnacroeco-
nomic fa'rtors. \4'e ex?ect
dout,le-digir 6ronrh com-
nared to la*st vear. \\'iren the
GST relorns are lmpiernen-
ted, we r';ill look at a new
strateg)' but for no\\',
laur,ches a:id offers remairi
as per the pial," saici.l*teet
Si:rgh l'Iarv;a,h, CEO, SFPL.

FXICC nrakers, hori'evei-,
erpect little disruption. "AnY
irte rel.'rsrons nlal'ta.Ke uln6
to ccme into effect, and the
acrual ber,efits might not be
passad doun immediateli'.
Therefore, u'hlle a marginai
urpact is possible, ihe oler-
all festn'a.l demar,d ma) re-

rnak resilient," said Krisi"rna
[]3f1rani, Held cf Saies (ln'
dia), Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd.

\{ith Deepavali like}y to
coincide rrith tax rationalisa-
tion, the indus'rry hopes the
curreat lull wiii give way to a

surge. "GST reiorm by the

€lol'errunent is aa excelient
rnove. Lei us u ait fur iJl tle-
tails after the IGS?I Courcii
meeting," RC Bhargava,
Chairman, I{aruti Suzuki In-
dia, toid bu,qruesslirie.

(.With inpu-ts fi'oni Kociti
imd" Clrcttnni bu-reaL.s )
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Automobiie dealers and crn-
sumer dunbles makels are

braclng for a muted start to
rhe festival sea-"cn th'is ,vear
as shcppers llefer high-vaiue
nurchises ir: ar.ti;ipatior, ol
i cut in the Goods-anci Ser-
ucesTax (GST).

I\picall"r, Sepiember-Oc-
tcber is a period ofstrcng de-
rranci for cars, ait -cc,nditio;i
ers, refrigerators and

tele'",isioir se!s, but compan-
ies norv expest ihe bulk of
ttie sales to haPPen cioser to
Deepavaii wiren the govern-
ment is iikel-v to xlr]oil-lirc€
Ui I ratlollil1sattc11,

"Since the imPlemerrta-
tion ofrerised rates is exPec-
ted aroulri Deepavali,
coupled rr'rth festivai of;ers
and eas_r financing schemes.
rve do e:'lect to see con-
sunptioi being deferred

, now and the sarne to pick ui:
during the festival months,"
said Kamal Nandi, Business
FIead and E\P, APPiiances
Business, Godrei EnterPrises
Groilo.

In'Keiala. wirere the fest-
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