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Amit Vilay rrfiohiie
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Car buyers may soon face a
doubie biow: Lower cer-tified
mileage or electric vehicle-
range figures and higher
vehicle prices, even u,'hen the
vehicles remain mechanic-
aliy unchanged

From Aprii 7, 2A27, India
pians to reptrace the current
Modified Indian Drii4ng
C1'c1e (I,IIDC) wittr the
tougher Worldwide Har-
monised Light \rehicles Test
Froceciure (1,\t TP), r,vhile
sinrulran:ously iightcning
fuel-efficienq norns under
CA-FE tril regulations.

Together, rhe chalges
could rnake rnany petrcl,
diesel and electric vehicles
appear J.0-20 per cent less ef-
ficient and force autornakers
to add new technologies to
meet stricter eirission
taJgets"

A perrol car currently
rated at 25 km/t could see its
certified mileage fal-l to
around 21-22 km1{ under
WLTP norms, r&ile an EV
claiming a 500-km range may
be certif,ed closerto 430-450
km.

cle testing, alongside CAFE lll norms, p lanned lrom zul/
require upgraded engine-
management software, fuel
injectors and sensors, adding
t30,000-50,000 per vehicle.

Premium hatchbacks and
compact S[n/s may need gas-
oline par-ticuJate f,lters, cata-
lyic converters, mild-hybrid
systems and aerodFramic
improvements, pushing up
costsbyi40,000 to t1 lakh.

Larger SUVs andMPVs are

P&C€E HEK€-AS*S&S" Entry-level small cars may cost
'{30,000-50,000 mbre, while prBr:nium hatchbicks and qompact
'SUVs could go up by*40,000-1 lakh ''

Industry experts sa1' the
vehicles themseives wiil not
become less efficient; the
new tests would simply bet-
ter reflect real-world driving
conditions,

TWINCHALI,ENGE
"Depending on the vehicle
and configuration, the re-
duction in certified fuel-eco-
nomy numbers can often be
in the range of 10-20 per
cent," saidAmit Bhan, India
Managing Director at the in-
ternational Council on Clean
Transportation (ICCT).

raises the
den under III becailse
cer-cified fuel-efficienry fig-
ures become lower and
measured emissions higher.

TR&I{ST?NON 
'TIiASYGlobal li:-xury carmakers

such as &lercedes-Benz,
BllfW and Audi may adapt
faster because many of their
models are already WLTP-
certified o'1,'erseas.

. Domestic manufacturers
including Maruti Suzuki,
Tata Motors and Mahindra &
Ivtrahindra are already recal-
ibrating vehicles and validat-
ing compliance strategies.

carbon

executives and
analysts estimate compii-
ance costs cordd rise sharolv
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across segments,
Entry-level sma11 cars may
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