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India and France will forge a
special global stategic part-
nerslrip, boost.trade and in-
vesments, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Frenth'
President Emmanuel Mac-
ron announced ori Tuesday.

Ttre corintries'.c€mented'
their long-sanding relations
furtheri,:r signing : multiple
agreementg,in the areas ef
defence, healtlt, cridcal.min-
erals.r'and ta:radoq among
ottrers during their bilateral
disqussis.a ihrMuuboii, ..r

:Yl' - :

Fragce npact;

'.-
der." He said the two coun-
tries are workingtogether in
defeoce and space, and ad-
ded that France supports
technology transfer to India-

External Affairs Ministrt's
Additional Secretary Piyush
Srivasta'ira said there were

' discusslons betweeri ttre two
leaders (vlodi and Macron)
on various issues like de-
fence;'civil nuclear cGopera-
tion and counter-terrorism,
''Ihere is also a strong fozus
now on peoplo.to-people
ties,"he added.

BEL-SAT'RANJv
I.ndia and France sigped an
agreepent on reciprocal de-
plolment of defence person-
'nel at eaeh ottrers'urlits. , . .,.

A joint venflre between
Bharat Electronics Ltd and
Sa&an for productiop of
Hammer missiles was also

, Ofher' lnitiati.ves include
settiagup of an Indo.French
Cenue for AI in healtb, a
Centre of Digtal Scienee and
Technology, and a National
Centre of Excellence for
Skilling in Aeronautics.

amend double
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point;in Iadiars relationship -

witfu Europe, witb,tle siga-.
iruof the Ftee XladeAgree.:
me11t : ,,,, ,,.with , t.;. .th_d.

European Uni,on last month.
0p Tuesdai, . India and

Ftance aoended the pro-
tocol. ;':on .: double, td:ration
tnoidqqeg,, gglgement. This
will boost tade and invest-
ments between the 'tvyo
co,fuies,Mqdi s"iA

/. ,i
I

ally inaugurated the final as-
sembly plant of H125 heli.
cppters, set up joindy by
Atubus aqd'Tata Ad'varrced
Aerospace Systems' iu
Karnatak&, , .

Later, they launched the
'India-f?dnce Year of Innov-
ation- centred arouadAl, di-
gital technologies,: -arld
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Prime Minister

unprecedented energy to
these,felationsr" M.odi said
while dnnouncing the speeial
global suaregic partnership
onTuesd4y. ,

ln his. remar}s, ,Macron
said tr66oo1Y.n Orelations
are ba$edon openqess; trust
and ambitionsr-.The,two
cgu.ntries believe,in an open
and free Indo-Pacific and
dodt suppor.t hsge"monic or:
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