India, France amend double taxation pact
Modi, Macron launch “Year of, Innovatlon
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Aneesh Phadn_ls
Mumbal ~
India and France will forge a
special global strategic part-
nership, boost trade and in-

vestments, Prinde- Minister:
Narendra Modi and French

President Emmanuel Mac-
ron announced on Tuesday

The countries “cémented -

their long-standing relations
further, : signing - multiple
agreements.in the areas of

defence, health, critical min- -

eralsiand taxation, among
others during their bilateral
dlSCuSSLQQmMumbal., P

TURNING POIN’!‘ ot
Modisaid 2026 was aturm‘ng
point in India’s relationship
with Europe, with.the sign-
ing of ;he,Free Trade Agree~
ment . i-with ;.. -the
European Umon last month
Op.Tuesday, - India and
Franee:;amended. the ~pro-
tocol..-on . double. tdxation
ayoidance -agreement. This
will-boost: trade: and invest-

mengs between the : two
C(7(tgr_ieS;M0di said. ;. .

FOSTERING TIES. in Mumbai o Tuesday, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron virtually

assembly plant in Karnataka ANI

The two leaders also vii'tu—.‘ ,

ally inaugurated the final as-

sembly plant of H125 heli-
* coptets, set up jointly by
Airbus and ‘Tata Advanced
Aerospace Systems in
Karnataka,,

§

Later, they. launched 'che ‘

‘India-France Year of Innov-

ation’ centred around A[, di- -

gital - -technologies.. -and
start-ups. . -

France is among: Indlas
closest friends with-a: stra-
tegic: partnership - that -is
nearlythree decadesold.: - .
- “Relations between' India,

inaugurate the Tata -Airbus H1 25 hght utmty helicopter final

ron,” we
unprecedented energy to
these :relations,” Modi said
while announcing the special
global, strateglc parmershlp
onTuesday. .

-In. his- remarks, Macron ,

saxd, “Indo+French relations
are based on openness; trust
and ' ambitions. ' The two
countries believe-in an open
and, free Indo-Pacific and
don’t support hegemonic or-

'der ” He sald the two coun-
tries are working together in
defence and-space, and ad-
ded that France supports
technology transfer to India. | |
External Affairs Ministry’s |.

-+ Additional Secretary Piyush

leaders (Modl and Macron)
#.onvarious” issues. like ‘de- -
" fence;civil nuclearco-opera

tion and counter-terrorism.
“There is also a strong foeus
now on peoplecto—people
ties,” he added.

BEL-SAFRANJV

India-and France sxgned an
- agreement on:reciprocal de-
* ployment.of defence person—
‘nel at each others’units.:

A -joint. venture. between
Bharat ‘Electronics Ltd and
Safran._for - production” of
Hammer missiles was also
announced, . #

- Other: im'aatwes mclude

setting up of an Indo-French

Centre for Al in: health, a
Centre of Digital Science and
Technology, and a National
Centre ;of Excellence for
Skilling in Aeronautics.

- .




