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Despité the White ﬁouse iast

week dropping the mention
of Indidn pulses from its re-
visedfactsheeton the US-In-
diainterim trade deal frame-
work, they are’not off the
negotiating. table, sources

“THere -is no agreement
yet on.pulses in the interim
‘trade agreement, but negoti-
ations on the matter are:still

on. Once the -negotiating,

teams meet face-to-facé .in
Washington next week, the
final commitments may be
sorted out,” a‘source track-
ing the matter said. -

CHOUHAN FLAYS CONG
Interestingly, Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh

Iﬁdiaiﬁs' deal: Pulses off fac

Chouhan on Tuesday criti- .

cised the:Congréss for resist-
ing the trade"deal with the
US and opposing the import

of puilses, cotton and apples, .

which he said ‘the country
needs.. LB e
.“Whatever ~we produce,
like wheat, rice or maize, will
not come (from the US)... we
all know that in the case of
pulses, we are'not self-suffi-

cient today; consumption is
higher than production. It is

required to be imported to

product we require (to im-

port), why is there an objec-
tion if it comes from: any

country?” Chouhan said at
aneventin Jaipur. -

- There was no-mention of
pulses in the India-US joint

" statement on théframework

for an interim trade deal-is~
sued on February 6.'But &
factsheet . issued ' by - the
White House :soon after in-
cluded “certain . pulses” ‘irf
the list of farm items on
which India had supposedly
agreed to eliminate orreduce
tariffs. This led to protests
from some farm groups and
heated political debates -in
Indiay following- which ithe
reference to pulses in the

factsheetwas dropped.” .- -

AWAITING CLARITY
“The White House factsheet
was supposed to reflect wha';

meet demand. Whatever

tsheet but still on the table

was contained in the joint

statement, Because the joint -

-statement did not mention

SN

derstand that thére are about
1,800 traded tariff linesin ag-
ricultureand everything can-
*not bé iricluded in-the joint
statement. The negotiations
are onand there will be more
clarity on many things, in-
cluding’ ‘ pulses;” another

sourcesaid. > - -
~-Atamediabriefing follow-
ing the joint statement,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal mentioned “lentils”
‘among - agricultiral  items
that India had been import-
ing from ‘the US for many
years; including during the
UPA- government’s ‘tenure,
where some concessions had
been offered as part of the
deal. - :
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