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There was iro mention of
pulses in the India-US joint
itatemant on thd framework
for an futerim"uade deal'is'
sued on FebruarY 6''But a
factsheet issued bY the
White House'soon after in-

the'list of farm items on
which India had suPPosedlY
asreed to eliminate or reduce
drffs. fhis led to protests

from some fafm grouPsand
heated political debates in
lndia"- fi[owine which :the

reference to Pulses in the
factsheetwasdroPled.: .'

1,800 uaded uriff lines in ag-

riculture and everYthing can-

'not bb idcluded iir ttre joint
statement. The tegotiations
are onandthere willbe more

elariw on manY thing+ in-
cluding Pulsed;" another
soircesaid.;,'', | ' :
:' Asa' media&riefingfollow-
inp the ioint statement,
c8mmercd Minister FiYush

Goval mentioned "lentils"
am'ong agricultural.' items
that lndia had been import-
ins from the US for manY
ye"ars, including during the
iJPA eovernment's tenure,
where"some conce ssions had

t}re
sources

Chouhan on cfiu-

'"Ihere is no agreement
vet on pulses in the interim
h"d" ugt".*.og but negoti-
ations onthe mafter are,still
qn. Once the negotiating
teams meet faee-to-face in
Washington' next weelq the
final commiments maY be

sorted out" a;source track-
ingthe matter said.

CHOUTIANFII\YS GONG
Interestingly, Union Agricul-
ture tvtiniiti:r Shiwaj Singh
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needs,
'lilhatevei we Produce,

like wheat, rice or maize, Pill
not come (from the US)... we

all know dhat in the case of
pulses, we are not t"lf:t$
cient todaY; consumptlon ls
hisher than Produaion. It iS

riquired to be imPorted to
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AIilAITING CIIIRITY
"Tte Whiie House factsheet
was zupposed to refl ect what
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