& The latest round, which -
could be the last before the’

{ August 1 deadline; beganin.
liberal tariff reliefs to the US' Washington on Monday
and a slew ef purchas and will conclude

onThursday :

commerce Howard Lutnick.
Thisincreases the chances
of India not getting a full
‘waiverfromthe additionalrec-
iprocal levies, even after it
reaches an interim deal with

Indonesia. “(With India) basi- -
cally working along that same .
line, We are going.to have.
Trumpsald.ﬂ

announcmg 'the hard-negotl; 7
ed trade pactwith Indonesia, -
flanked by US secretary of

by the fall 6f thlsyear Anyway, v
“zero dutyon agnegl o
dairy pmducts is

- theUS, to pave the way fora:
whﬂe bﬂateraltradeagreement(BTA)_

Indlamlght notagreet to.-.
~Agriculture .has . always )
been a.sensitive subject in
India. It will also seek protec-
tions for some sectors of its
manufactunng mdustry
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¢ tariff: ad\fantage

-its immediate com-
ors in exports tothe US -

P
vvmarket ‘after the deal is

ves out sectoral
% on auto and

“minium.

Trump ’stemarks came at
-atime Indian and US nego-
tiators are-engaged in the

“BTA. The ‘early progress in
negotiations will be pack-
‘aged as an interim deal and
announced

- #If India were to accept

uld £xpose.its domestic
cially dairy and
to duty-free Us
le'gaining little in
- id deal — espe-
| cially “one “that  removes
Incha s tariffs without recip-

stich alopsidedarrangement '
(like the Indonesia deal), it ‘Srivastava added. . 2
i X With the Indonesm deal
. the ‘number of countries
~ which have been issued tar-
‘iffletters by the USstandsat
| 24.These include its.closest
'allies and tradepartners like
* the Edropean Union (EU), -’
|_rocal benefits— eeulé be- {vahadaimd Memcoﬂ?reaisi

no de 1at all”

!founder of Global Trade-
Research Imtlatlve A]ay Sn-

dia is “working

ying
. along the same line” — could
: undermine actual negotxa- '
. tions, he said.
-fifth round of talks on the ;

This was evident in the

"Vietnam case, whére Trump ]
: announced.a 20% tariffon
. Vietnamese goods as part'of : .
a supposed deal, while'Viet-
ials clarifled :

namese (

" tariffs.on Apnl 2,

UK, Vlefnam and Indonesxa
Trump sald that even the let-

India and °
the US had begun negotia-
tions on the first tranche of
the BTA. The terms of tefer-

. ence of the agreement were

fmahsed by the vend- of

- started in Washlngton on.

Monday will continue tlll

Thursday ‘It could be: the',

August 1 deadling p-
mcal tanffs though both

N
-

and: 36. 7% on agnculture

- products. Vegetable Is draw
1 duty.of -.aro ; 5
- apples, corn and motorcycle 4

_ “Since then-three:more
rounds of talks have hap-
d




