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I NDIASTOP METALS trade assoeia-
..tions have dragged the Ceiltle to

order

QCOnoti-
CAl1]€

A port worker checks a shipment.ofcopper that is to be
Asia, in Valparaiso port REUTES FIIE

exported to

cathode shipments _cannot be
imported into lndia. '

Legal ctrailengeto QCO
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Industry body takes Centre

' cathode imports
sharp clecltne in Decem-

I

'The petiticn,fileri on March lB
by tlte Bombay Metal Xxehange and
the Bombay Non-feclous &[etals
Assoeiation, urges the Bombaytligh
Court to oquash" the QCO for the
"survivat'l of dowristream users.

Steep falI in imports
After averaging 27,000 tonne$

pat month between April and
Sloyember 2024, copper cattrode
impofis feU 'oeiow 4,000 tonnes in
December and pluaged further to
iust 611 toanes in iaaliary. Com-
paied to fanu;u72024,li:ts marked a

95o/o decline, official trade daia
showed. :

The petition describes the QCO
as a non-tariff trade barrisr that
"arbitrarily restricts t.Ile trade flow
ofcoppeC.

Accordiagto of Ecial sources,there
waq.a spike in imports inNovernbei
which downstream users stocked ior

con$traint is

after the

ttrat

as it

sripoiiers

India relies on im?orts for'
rcugtly 70olo of its refined copper
needs - akey rawmaterial forwires,

. sheets,andtabes.In trndia,copperis
ciassifierj as l cnticai mineral given
limited domestic production and
high demand in conventional and
emerging techaologies - from air

, conditioaers and kansformeri to
. eiectric vehicle (EY) batteries and
,,arind turbines.

It is aisd ;een as a belLlvether of

As o{AP\ril 15,31';iaj r;i ine for-
eiga suppliers have been ceitiiied
ur:der ihe iIS's coppei cailode st;rr-
Caid covered bythe QCO .- incluC-
irg six from iaprn, ;,ro , r-
l,{aia)rsia, and one fillrr Austria.
Despite some tbreigi'r suprliers
obtaiaing BHi cerlificaticn, da.vit-

ecoi:romic activiiy- due to:ts erter-
sive aoplicatioa.

The peLitionl,/ashearri byabench
of the Boobay HC on idaich 27 ,:ld
is .,ret to be admitted.It is listed fcr

later:nonths. This, they saicl, rreaat
&eie rvas no shortage in *ecember
ald ]anua.ry. Trade daia fcr Februa;y
r,rC ,\ l::r h ruill gi ,e a ile.r re: iadica
tion c{.,vhether aly shortage has
cccured, &e soirrc:s adCe..:1.

stream usets say the cornpliance
trurden remains high for most
elporters - a factort-trrat continues to
deterimports into lndia.


