'MANU KAUSHIK
- New Delhi, April 16

from China, coupled with falling
d domestic

ter Piyush Goyal's intervention to
safeguard their interests.
© InalettertoGoyal,theAsso-
ciation of Indian Medical
DeviceIndustry(AiMeD)
has' said- that the
imports of medical
devicesfrom countries |
 like Hong Kong (28%), |
Malaysia (24%) and
- Singapore (13%) have
shotup in the period from
April 2024 to January 2025

countriesto India. R
“The imports from these coun-
- trieshave surged in orderto circum-

the Central Drugs Standard Coritrol

goodsaswellasto circumvent trade
 restrictionsimposed by the Depart-
ment for Promotion of Industryand
Internal Trade (DPIIT) on neigh-
bouring countries;” said Rajiv Nath,
forum coprdinatorat AiMeD.
—" ~The letter stated that the excess

R‘!SINGV BINDIRECT IMPORTS" -

duetothelikelydiversionof Chinese- -
origin goods transitingthroughthese

‘vent regulatory restrictions from

Organisation (CDSCO) on Chinese -

capacity in China is also hurting
international prices of medical
devices, especially in regions like

Africa and West Asia.“Globally, the

prices are under a Iot of pressure as
Chinese products are being dumped

evice m, acturers to. . duetoexcess capacity.This is due to
erceand industryminis-"

“therestrictionsbeingiraposed by e
USFDAandothertariff barriersbeing
putinplacebythe US governmenton

Chinese devices” Nathsaid. The

. association has urged the

sector by removing zero

duty” " on- medical
devices, and has asked
foraminimum 7.5%on
" all medical devices. “If
imports keep rising at the
cutrent pace, it will become
unviable to Make in India,”it said.
The sector is facing a double
whammy of rising imports and
declining exports. The export growth
between April 2024 and January
2025 averaged 6%, lower than the
12%growthin FY24.Currently,India
imports over 70% of its medical
devices ‘from foreign suppliers.

Experts said that despite the govern-.

ment’s push to reduce this depen-
dence, the progress hasbeen slow.In
January, the CDSCO prohibited the
importofrefurbished medicaldevices
~duetoalackof specificregulations.
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