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PASSENGER VEHICLE DIS.
PATCH ES from manufacturers
to dealerships rose 4.4o/oyex-
on-year in September,signalling
a strong start to the festive quar-
ter for the auto industry.Aciord-
ing to data released bythe Soci-
ety of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM),atotaI of

| 372,458 passenger vehicles
were dispatched last month,
compared to 356,7i2 units in
Septemberlastyear.

The surge, though modest in
percentage tems, is signifi cant
as it coincideswiththe imple-
mentationofthe GST2.0reform
and the onset oftlre festiw sea"
son "[n spite of the new GST
rates coming into effect from
Septernber 2Z,that is,for only
nine days of the montfu passen-
ger vehicleq two-wheelers and
three-wheelers have already
posted their highest-ever sales
for September/ Siam president
ShaileshChandrasaid

Two-rvheeler sales refl ected
even strongermomentum, ris-
ing 6.7o/o year-on-year to
2,760,889 units from
2,0 2 5,9 9 7 trrtits a year ago. The
three-wheeler segment also
maintained its recovery path,
$oudng 5. 5olo to 84,077 units
from 79,683 unltsinthe same
monthlastyear.
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SHAILESH CHANDRA,
PRESIDENT, SIAM

&
three-wheelers
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after two months of subdued
sales in the |uly-September
quarter. Passenger vehicle sales
during the quarter stood at
\479,200 units; down 1.5olo
fromthe sameperiod lastyear,

"The first two months of
the quarterwere soft,but with
GST reduction, improved con-
sumer sentiment and festive
buying, September marked a
turnaround," Chandra said.

steady,he
qtayed

. ChandradescribedtheGsT
rate cut as a landmark decision
that will not only lift the auto
sector but also energise the
broadereconomy,

Underthe revised tax stmc-
ture effective September 22,
small cars with a length under
fourmetres and engine capaci-
ties up to 1,2 00 cc forpetrol and
1,500 cc fordiesel nowattract
an 187o GST rate, down sharply
from the previous 294{oi.
largervehicles,previouslyta:<ed
at 5 0olo inclurti n g cess, nowface
a,reduced 40olo rate following
the Centre's withdrawal of the
compensation cess.
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