India’s Defence Diplomacy

Boosting Exports to Friendly Nations

India is
making
significant
strides in
expanding its
defence
exports to
friendly
countries,
leveraging its
growing
defence
manufacturing
capabilities.

ndia's is emerging as a significant player in the

global defence market, actively pushing to ex-

pand its defence exports to friendly countries.
This strategic shift aligns with India’s broader
geopolitical and economic goals, aiming to bolster
national security, enhance international partner-
ships, and stimulate domestic defence manufac-
turing. Here’s how India is navigating this complex
landscape.

Strategic Initiatives and Policy Frame-
work

The Indian government has laid a robust policy
framework to promote defence exports, notably
the Defence Production and Export Promotion Pol-
icy (DPEPP) 2020. This policy aims to achieve a
turnover of $25 billion in defence manufacturing
by 2025, including an export target of $5 billion.
The policy promotes indigenous production, tech-
nological innovation, and the development of a
strong defence industrial base.

Additionally, the Ministry of Defence has
streamlined the export clearance process and of-
fers incentives to private players engaged in de-
fence manufacturing.  Simplified licensing
procedures and the creation of export facilitation
cells are part of this effort, making it easier for In-
dian companies to navigate international markets.

Building Key Partnerships

India’s defence export strategy focuses on building
key partnerships with countries in Southeast Asia,
Africa, and Latin America. These regions are in-
creasingly looking to diversify their defence pro-
curement sources and see India as a reliable
partner. For instance, India's BrahMos missile sys-
tem, developed in collaboration with Russia, has gar-
nered interest from countries like the Philippines and
Indonesia.

Furthermore, India has signed defence coop-
eration agreements with numerous countries, facili-
tating the export of defence equipment and services.
These agreements not only enhance bilateral ties
but also open new markets for Indian defence prod-
ucts. For example, the defence cooperation pact with
Vietnam has led to the export of patrol boats and
other naval equipment.

Prominent Defence Exports

India's defence exports span a wide range of prod-
ucts, from small arms and ammunition to advanced
missile systems and naval platforms. Key exports in-
clude the Akash surface-to-air missile system, ad-
vanced light helicopters (ALH), and radar systems.
These products are not only cost-effective but also
meet high-quality standards, making them attractive
to various countries.

The Light Combat Aircraft “Tejas’, an indige-
nously developed aircraft, has also piqued interest
from several countries. With its advanced avionics
and competitive pricing, Tejas represents India’s
growing capabilities in aerospace manufacturing.

Economic and Strategic Impact
Boosting defence exports has a multifaceted impact
on India’s economy and strategic posture. Econom-
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ically, it stimulates the domestic defence industry,
creating jobs and fostering innovation. Small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) in the defence sector
benefit from increased demand, leading to a more
vibrant industrial ecosystem.

Strategically, defence exports enhance India’s
influence in regional and global security architec-
tures. By supplying defence equipment to friendly
nations, India strengthens its geopolitical ties and re-
inforces its position as a security provider in critical
regions. This not only deters regional adversaries
but also contributes to global peace and stability.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

Despite these advancements, India faces challenges
in becoming a top-tier defence exporter. Competi-
tion from established players like the US, Russia,
and China is intense. Additionally, India must con-
tinue to enhance the quality and technological so-
phistication of its defence products to meet global
standards.

To address these challenges, India is investing
in research and development, fostering public-pri-
vate partnerships, and participating in international de-
fence exhibitions. These efforts aim to showcase In-
dia’s defence capabilities and attract potential buyers.

Conclusion

India’s push to expand defence exports is a testa-
ment to its evolving defence manufacturing capabil-
ities and strategic foresight. By fostering key
partnerships, enhancing product quality, and navi-
gating international markets, India is poised to be-
come a significant player in the global defence
industry. This trajectory not only strengthens India's
economy but also enhances its strategic clout on the
world stage.




