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President Droupadi Murmu 
stated on Monday that while 
inflation remained a global 

concern, the government and the 
Reserve Bank of India had success-
fully contained it and cushioned 
people from its ill effects. 

Addressing the nation on the eve 
of the country’s 77th Independence 
Day, Murmu highlighted that as the 
current holder of the Group of 
Twenty (G20) Presidency, India 
could nudge decision-making in 
trade and finance towards equitable 
progress. 

She also recalled the significant 
contributions of women to India’s 
freedom struggle and urged priori-
tising women’s empowerment. 

“Inflation at the global level 
remains a cause for worry. However, 
in India, the government and the 
Reserve Bank have effectively man-
aged to contain it. The government 
has succeeded in protecting the gen-
eral population from high inflation 
while providing more extensive 
security coverage to the poor. The 
world looks up to India for its global 
economic growth,” she remarked. 

Murmu outlined the govern-
ment’s two-pronged strategy to 
ensure sustained economic pro-
gress: a continuous push towards 
entrepreneurship to enhance 
employment opportunities, coupled 
with proactive and expanded wel-
fare initiatives for those in need. 

“Prioritising the marginalised 
remains the cornerstone of our pol-
icies and actions, which have lifted 
a significant number of people out 
of poverty over the past decade,” she 
stated. 

The President also highlighted 
India’s growing stature on the world 
stage and its increasingly influential 
voice in the global order. 

Murmu underlined that the G20 
grouping represents two-thirds of 
the global population, affording 

India a distinctive opportunity to 
steer global discourse in the right 
direction. 

“Through the G20 Presidency, 
India can nudge decision-making in 
trade and finance towards equitable 
progress. Beyond economic matters, 
human development is also a key 
focus,” she elaborated. 

She emphasised the unique 
nature of India’s G20 Presidency, 
which has engaged people at the 
grassroots level in diplomatic activ-

ities. Furthermore, President 
Murmu commended India’s resil-
ient economy during tumultuous 
periods, asserting its role as a bea-
con of hope for others and its tra-
jectory towards becoming one of the 
world’s top three economies. 

She praised the government’s 
adept navigation through choppy 
international circumstances, allud-
ing to the pandemic years and the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

Murmu highlighted India’s abil-
ity to transform challenges into 
opportunities, resulting in robust 
gross domestic product growth. 

“Farmers have played a pivotal 
role in our economic progress, and 
the nation feels indebted to them,” 
she expressed. 

“Likewise, specific programmes 
have been devised to improve the 
conditions of tribals and encourage 
their participation in the journey of 
progress,” added Murmu, who holds 
the distinction of being the first 
tribal to hold the country’s 
Presidency. 

Murmu also addressed India’s 
space mission and called upon 
scientists to give special attention to 
global warming and climate change, 
which have led to instances of flash 
floods and droughts. 

She cautioned against a “culture 
of greed” that is taking “the world 
away from nature”. Murmu 
observed that the survival of tribal 
communities through the ages 
could be encapsulated in a single 
word: “empathy”. 
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