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Jaishankarrebuts
:&

ffiss#e€cmge ffiEe ffiff$:#
SYe@ee& €&WM3:ffiffi. Foreign M[nister says trade talks are on, and nrust be mutually beneftcial

Wastrington this weekend
for negotiations on the Ia-
dia-US Bilateral Trade
Agreement.
. Goy"I, who intll meet US
Trade Representative Jam-
iesorr.Greer and US Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick to advance the BTA
talks driringfus visit on May
17-20, siill seek to reach a
deal before Jdy 8, whether
full, o1 partial, in order to
al-oid the reciprocal tariffs,

"Commerce ... Minister
Goyal and the negotiating
team wogld have Jo step
careftrlly in the face of such
pressure from the US Presid-
ent to protect the interests
of indian industry and 4Cn-
culture. Al1 sensitive sectors.
including agricutture, d4iry
a-nd MSMEs, have to be pro-
tected," the source said.

On April 2,-US President
announced reciprocal tariffs
oil most countries that have
trade surpluses wittr the US,
including India which got
siapped with 25 per cent
levies. But he paused them
for 90 days to give tirne fo-r
trade deals.
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An'liti Sen

New Delhi

US President . Donald
Ttump's agyessive posrur-
ing on tariffs and assertion
that NewDelhi had agreed to
a rrade dea-l charging no tar-
iffs ol American products
was strongly couatered by
Ex'cernal Afairs Minister S

Jaishinkar onThursday.
I n a nuanced but strongiy-

worded statement, the For-
eig4 Minister said, l'Between
India andthe US, trade talks
have been going on, negoti-
ations have .belen golng on.
The team is going at this
point, These are complicated
negotiations. Notling is de.

cided tiii everything is. Any
tade deal has to be muarally
beneflcial, a*ytrade deal has
to work for both countries.
That would be our expecta-
tion from the trade dea1. Un-
til that is done, any judgment
on it would be premature.'
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At an event in Doha" Tiump
'said: "l had a little problem
with Tim Cook (CEO of

"I had a little

DO}*TII.D TftUMP
US President

hear you are building
all over lndia I dont
want you building in

Apple lnc) yesterdarr. I said
to him, 'I{yfriend, I an.r treat-
ing you very good. }'ou are
coming up x.ith $500 tliliion,
but ncirv I hear I'ou are buiici-
ing; all or,'er india. I doa't
1"rant vou building in lrdia.
You can build in India, ifvou
iryant to talre r:are oflndia be-
calse india is cne of tlie
highest tariff narions in tiie
v,'orkl, so itisveryhard to seli

in India. They (lndia) have
ofered us a deal where basic-
a1ly they have agreed to
charge us literally no
tai:iffs'.'

PRESSURE ONGOY]I.L
However, sources said thet
Trump's tough posruring
mounts pressure on Com-

Minister Pilush
who is heading to
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