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India never negotiates at
gunpoint: Goyal on US dea

Both nations may pursue interim trade pact within 90 days

SHREYA NANDI
New Delhi, 11 April

ommerce and

Industry  Minister

Piyush Goyal on

Friday indicated that
the government was not
inclined to show undue haste
to conclude a trade deal with
the US as it never negotiates
at gunpoint.

“T have said it many times
before that we do not negotiate
at gunpoint. Time
restrictions are good as they
encourage us to talk swiftly, but
until we are able to protect the
interests of the country and
people, it is never good to be
hasty,” Goyal said on the side-
lines of an event here, when
asked about the progress of the
proposed Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) between
India and the US.

Later, speaking at the 9th

Global Technology Summit
here, the minister said India’s
current tariff protection meas-
ures are primarily directed at
non-market economies that
engage in unfair trade practices.
“India is well-positioned to
engage in bilateral partner-
ships with countries that value
reciprocity, trust, and fair
play,” Goyal said.

Meanwhile, a government
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official said India and the US are
exploring an interim trade deal
within 90 days, focusing prima-
rily on tariffs, provided the out-
come is a ‘win-win’ for both
nations. US President Donald
Trump has paused country-
specific reciprocal tariffs for
90 days, except for China,
forcing countries to expedite
bilateral trade negotiations with
Washington. Turn to Page 6 »
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‘High degree’ of
urgency for US trade
deal: Jaishankar

The Trump administration was
quickin responding to what was
tabled forabilateral trade pact
with Indiaand New Delhi is geared
up fora “veryhigh” degree of
urgencyin concludingtrade deals
with the USand the European
Union, External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar said on Friday.
Hesaid theUSunder President
Donald Trump has fundamentally
changed itsapproachtoengaging
with theworld and it has
consequences across every key
domain. PTI Turn to Page 6 »



India far ahead of
other countries in
negotiating trade
deal: Official

In  February, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Trump
announced their intention

to finalise the first phase of

amutually beneficial, mul-
ti-sectoral BTA by the fall
of 2025. Both sides started
discussions on the deal last
month. However, officials

believe wrapping up the F

first tranche of the BTA
discussions within the 90-
day window may not be
feasible.

“We are in continuous
engagement (with the
USTR team). A lot of dis-
cussion will be on video
conference. There could be
some visits both ways. A
lot of possibilities are there
to finalise low hanging
fruits. A lot of possibilities
are there to finalise the
form and shape of the
BTA,” the official cited
above said, adding that the
terms of reference or the
scope of the deal have
been finalised.

Last week, the US
announced country-spe-
cific reciprocal tariffs rang-
ing from 10 per cent to 50
per cent on imports from
several countries. As much
as 26 per cent reciprocal
tariff was imposed on
India. Currently, a 10 per
cent ad valorem tariff, over
and above the existing
most-favoured  nation
(MFN) rate, continues on
American imports.

“The work has started.
India is far ahead of other
countries in negotiating a
trade deal,” official said.

An official statement
said the Department of

the

and
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) are
actively tracking develop-
ments, particularly tariff
changes imposed by the

Commerce

US, import surges or
dumping, and export-
related challenges. The
DGFT has operationalised
a dedicated ‘Global Tariff
and Trade Helpdesk’ to
assist stakeholders in nav-
igating emerging trade
issues. “Given the evolving
trade landscape and the
introduction of various tar-
iff and counter-tariff meas-
ures, there may be both
new export opportunities
and heightened import
pressures from specific
countries or product sec-
tors.  Exporters and
importers experiencing
such shifts are encouraged
to share their inputs and
suggest potential support
measures,” statement said.

The helpdesk will col-
late trade-related issues
concerning other min-
istries and state govern-
ments and will coordinate
to seek their support
and provide possible
resolutions.



