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WITH SENSITIVE AGRICUL-.

: : remaining matters so that th
_ dealisreadyforannouncement
when the top leadership of the

Dethifrom January 25-27,
| “Thereare fewissueswhere

Weare virtuallyengagingona
- day-to-daybasisandaretrying

lme leader:

sion (’co announce the conclu-
sion). We are making the right
endeavour,” Commerce Secre-
tary Rajesh Agrawal said.

He said, contrary to the
impression created by some
news reports from Europe that
agriculturehasbeenkept out of
the agreement, the FTA covers
allaspectsof trade.“Mysenseis,
if Iwould guess, the DG Trade
(of EU) Sabine Weyand whohas
been quoted in that report,
meant that sensitive agricul-
turalissuesonboththesidesare

& Merchandise -

27-member. bloc visits New...
negotiations are still ongomg L

to see if we can meet the time-

";',TALKS ON TO CONCLUDE DEAL BEFORE MONTH END |

1 ®India's

‘B Thelé6th
india-EU
Summit will:
e held on
Januvary 27 - ;

ﬁ Imports

“trade be’cween exports wereat f
.India and EU stood | to EU. $39 71

at$90.7 bnin | stoodat
2024-25 : $51 0 bﬁ bﬁ

outofit (FTA) Y Agrawal added
President.of the European
CouncﬂAntomoLuxs Santosda
Costa and the President of the
European Commission Ursula
von der Leyen will be on.a visit
to India from January 25-27,
2026,aschiefguestsatthe 77th
Republic Day celebrations.
During theyvisit,the leaders
will also co-chair the 16th
India-EU Summit on January
27,2026, statement by the
Ministry of External Affairs
said. Theannouncement of the
conclusmn couldbe made dur-

-ing the summit and signing

could happen on alater date.
‘The 15thIndia-EU Summ1t‘
was held v1rtua11y on Iuly 15,

2020 Bxlateral ties have
expandedand deepenedacross
awide range of areas, patticu-
larlyfollowing the histbric visit
of EU College of Commission-

ers to India in February 2025,

the MEA statement added.
"'Trade, security and
defence, the clean transition
and people to people coopera-
tion will top the agenda of the
discussions,a statement by da

. Costa’s office said:

Negotlatlons on 20 of the
24 chapters orpohcyareas cov-
ered bythe FTAhave been'com-

pleted, Agrawal said.

To give a last mile push to
the ‘negotiations, Commierce
and Industry Minister Piyush

importsat S39 7b11110

Goyalvisited: Brussels lastweek
for a meeting with EU Trade
Commissioner Maros Sefcovic *
onJanuary8-9. Priortohisvisit,
high-level discussions between
Agrawal andWeyandwere held
onfJanuary 6-7. :
India and the EU . started
FTA pegotiationsin /ly ‘022
Since then, they 2ld 14

‘The EU is currently Indla s
largesttrading partner. Bilateral
merchandise trade between
Indiaand EUstoodat $ 90.7bil-
lion in 2024-25 with India’s
exports at $51.0 billion and




