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ficit - widened to $25.04 billion in
- ‘December from $20.63 billion a ye-

- arago.as export growth slowed to
"1.86% “from a 41-month high of
19.38% in November, official data
released “Thursday ‘showed. : Ex-.

. jparstathe US; India’stop destinas -

tion; declined a marginal 1.83% in

. Decemberto$6.89billionamid the

* 50% tariffs imposed in August,
- India’s: overall outbound' ship-

ments rose'1:86% to'$38.51 billion

in December while imports grew

8.8% to $68.55 billion.Compared to; *
+.. November, exports Were up:0.99%:-

lastmonth.
+“Despiteallthe challenges weha-
-ve been facing, we have mairitai-
- ned positive growth: With this tra-
1+ jectory; exports of goods and servi-
<. ces-are likely'to'cross $850 billion

Goods trade deﬂcrc wrdens"rto $ ‘ 04 b Yo,

¢ompared t0:$824 illion, last fi--

ewDelh;LIndla’s goodstradede- :

(Of the 30 key export sectors, 17 re-

“‘Near Trade Pact

. “IntheUS, we are stillholding on
‘as ther'e ts Thore ‘focus on -areas

cal,” comimerce Secretary Rajesh.
grawalsaid. = ../ 4

“In’April- Deeember FYZG goods
exports increased’2.44% to $330.29
billion. The growth was propelled
by sectors such-as electronics,
pharmaceuticals, meat and dairy,
marineproducts, and engineering
goods while exports of petroleum
produots, gemsandjewellery; leat-
her"and cotton yarn contracted.:

gistered growth in December

where tariffsare low,” Agrawalsa-

‘id. “Where'tariffs aré more, expor-
‘ters are showingmore resilience «
~and-holding’on to supply chain---

8...US exports have grown on-year.

in the first‘nine months of ‘the (fi-

scal) year.” Officials: ‘'said that tra-,

de diversification is helping Indi-

a’s noarm_e a_nd pharma exports,

flects the effectiveness of govern- :
ment -initiatives aimed at boos-

ting “exports, including" policy
continuity, export facilitation me-
asures, nnproved loglstlcs d1g1t1-

Indla, us Talks

lndla and theus are

stoppedshortof pu ‘ mga dea -
line. p»§ L e

Sl’"’ad

& Engmeermg exports rose 1 28%
~tronics wereup 16.8%:
engineering goods exports recor-
“ringthe month:of ]
‘irman- of Engmeertng.

*“Prometion Council of In ]
* Smartphone exports

November period this; ﬁsgal year |
with theUSbeing themajordesti-

ﬁéog!raphlcelsweéd 7

o on-year in’ December to $4 13 b11-

The US UAE and China were the top three export dest1-
natiens in April-December FY26. Goods exports toChina

wereup 36.68% on-year.and to the US up: 9. 75% in theﬁrst,

nine months of thefiscal.
India’sexport growthto Chma was: welcomealthough it
wasnotdueto any particularstrategy, Agrawal said.

“The everall reca.hbratton of supply chains ini the world y
. 1shelp1ng Indta in mcreasmg 1ts exports to Chma i he sa- :

JAdise s

~The export mcrease to Chma was driven by severa.l pro— o2
ducts suchasoil meats, marine: products telecom mstru~ I

ments and spices. -

“Whiledemand i m key mternatlonal markets such as the ; »
US hasbeen uneven dueto mﬂatlonary pressuresandgee::: |

pohtlcal uncertainties, Indian apparel exporters have ma
naged to hold ground throughproduct diversification, im

-proved compliance, and a stronger focus on value-added -|
segments,” said A Sakthivel, chairman, -Apparel Export b

Promotion Counceil. “Lookingahead, weare cautiously o;
timisticaboutthe growthprospectsof India’sRMG (readsI(t
made; garments) exports this year. With global demand ex-

pected to improve graduall}; India is well-positionedtoga- |

inmarketshare.”

gsmao RESS. A :
anadaereengaged infinalising: ter

f
rence (ToR) to formally start negotlatlons for afree trade _

i agreement(F’l‘A) Agrawal said..

X,

‘C Ralhan, president,
Fecleratmn of Indian ‘Export Or-"
ganisations (FIEO). i
on-year in December whxle elec- o

“It is qulte encouraging to see”

ding positive albeit margmal du- |

inspite of’ ongomg’

10 $18,8 billion durin

natu_nforthe sh_tpments, foHowed




