Thursday but stoppe
puttingadeadline, addingthat th
negotiating teams are’ talk .
“vn'tually” and that. the discus-
sions had never broken:down. In:
_the last week of December; com-
‘“merce and industry minister Pi
+-'ush'Goyal had a wvirtual meeting*
& with US Trade Representauve J
-+ 'mieson Greer. . :
i Despite the 50% tarlff unposed by«
“~the USon India since August 27, the -
exportstoUSarestill holdingon.In
December 2025 India’s merchan- -
diseexports tothe USwere $8:89 bil- "
- lion as against $7.01 billion in De-
~ cember 2024, down 1.8% and $6 98 «
' billion in Nevember 2025
- “All T can‘say is that w1th the Us
we are'always in discussions...we
are engaged. ‘Negotiating team,
‘are talking virtually on- issue
which are still pending: It is very
‘- mear but-we-can't put:a.deadlin
* because .that ‘'will  happer: ‘Whef
~both sfdes-are ready and they fee
that this is the right time to an:
. rounceadeal,” Agrawalsaid.
" The December meetmg betwee)

‘ lIIIIIIlllIIl|IlIllIIlllIIII|IIIIllllIIIIIIlHIIIIIIII"_v‘

are not under tariff. Going for-
ward, we hope that we will'be in
positiveterritory”headded. .
“The ‘US continued to be Trdia’s
top ‘export market “in - April-De-
cember FY26 “with' exports- at

Goyal'and Greer took place after
“the visit of ‘a delegation ‘of offi-
cials from the office USTRto New
Delhi on: December:'10-11 led by
Deputy USTR Rick Switzer. This
‘week, the US ambassador to India
¢ Sergio Gor'took: -office and p
- sentedhiscredentialsity 'thePrem
dentonJanuaryid. Ons

‘the s‘g\\me perlod of the

_positive growth

billion compared to $60.03

When asked if it is p0351ble that

there may not be a trade deal, ‘he

d: #We get into all (trade’pact)

ne t1at10ns w1th avery pos1t1ve

th the US. Both sides
. So, I think both sides
feelthat thIS can be done”. .

EUFTA

On the India- EU FTA, he said that
20 out of 24 chapters have been fi-
nalised, with a few issues remain- -
ing under ongoing negotiations.
Agrawal'said that the'two sides

" are trying to see if they-can meet

the ‘January -deadlinie  because
“that's-a good occasion ‘when our
leaders are meeting, but' we can’
only make efforts” He cautioned; -
however, that “commg nearis not
goodenoug s M s
‘Hesajdboth partles are“vmtually; ’

engagédon aday-to- daybas1s” and |

aretryingto see'if we can meetithe
timeline before ‘the: Jeaders" ‘can
meet, he s4id."The India-EU. sum :
mit isscheduledforJanuary27.

The 'Secretary further resolved
that they were expecting to con-
clude: the* negoﬂatmns and have .
the “dealready.”

“We can have a deal ready and-

) some kind ‘but that depends on

how we make progress in: the next :
ﬁve days, ”hesaid.
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