Strong EV lineup to keep
auto expo charged up

Over25 OEMsto be part of Bharat Mobility exp
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he 2025 edition of the Auto Expo,
I held under the umbrella of the
Bharat Mobility Global Expo
(BMGE), is buzzing with excitement after
arelatively lacklustre event in 2023. With
2025 set to see a wave of electric vehicle
(EV) launches, the Auto Expo is alive with
anticipation, expecting dozens of pro-
duct unveilings and launches during
Delhi’s winter chill.

While the exact number has not been
officially confirmed, industry sources
estimate that nearly 40 new products will
be showcased or launched at the BMGE.
The event is also expected to ease geo-
political tensions between New Delhi and
Beijing, as the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has reportedly approved
the participation of executives from
Chinese automobile (auto) makers and
auto parts manufacturers, alongside
executives from JSW MG Motor India
and BYD India.

Passenger vehicle (PV) industry
wholesale volumes grew by nearly 4.5 per
cent in 2024, reaching 4.3 million units,
and automakers expect mid-single-digit
growth in 2025.

EVs, however, are projected to see
major growth over the next two years.
From around 100,000 units in 2025, the
numbers are expected to double within
two years, according to auto original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs).

Hyundai Motor India Chief Operating
Officer Tarun Garg said that passenger
car EV penetration is projected to rise to
17 per cent by 2030, up from around 2.4
per cent currently, aided by an improving
ecosystem. The OEM plans to launch the
Creta EV at the BMGE.

2025 is expected to be alandmark year
for EV launches. Industry leaders such
as Maruti Suzuki India (MSIL), Tata
Motors, Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M),
Hyundai, and JSW MG Motor are gearing
up to introduce an assortment of EVs in
India. Luxury carmakers also have a
strong EV lineup planned. Experts
observe that the number of electric PV
launches in India will double in 2025,
increasing from seven to eight launches
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in 2024 to 15-20, including offerings from
luxury carmakers.

For the first time, the event will take
place across three locations in Delhi:
Bharat Mandapam at Pragati Maidan,
Yashobhoomi Convention Centre at
Dwarka, and India Expo Mart at Greater
Noida. Over 25 car and two-wheeler
OEMs are participating this year, includ-
ing MSIL, Tata Motors, Hyundai Motor
India, M&M, Kia, JSW MG Motor,
Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz, BMW,
Audi, Vietnam’s EV maker VinFast, and
China’s BYD. Two-wheeler majors such
as Bajaj Auto, Hero MotoCorp, Honda
Motorcycle and Scooter India (HMSI),
Yamaha, Suzuki Motorcycle, and TVS
Motor Company, along with newcomers
like Ola Electric and Ather Energy, will
showcase their new lineups.

Vietnamese automaker VinFast,
which is setting up an EV assembly plant
in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, will display
its global EV range, including the com-
pact mini SUV VF3 and the spacious
three-row VF9. It will also showcase var-
ious SUVs, electric scooters, and the VF
Wild, an electric pickup concept.

Chinese EV maker BYD, which
recorded 40 per cent growth in India’s

electric PV market in 2024, will also
exhibit globally acclaimed models along-
side its existing offerings.

Rajeev Chauhan, head of the electric
passenger vehicles business at BYD
India, said: “Our participation
strengthens our dedication to providing
cutting-edge EV solutions for a cleaner
environment and a greener future for
India.” Earlier, visas were a problem for
large-scale Chinese participation at the
expo. However, on December 13, the MEA
allowed the Engineering Export
Promotion Council, one of the event’s
organisers, through a letter, that repre-
sentatives from 42 countries could par-
ticipate in the event, with China among
them. Interestingly, the participation of
Chinese players is vital as the country is
a key supplier in the supply chain eco-
system, especially in areas like EV tech-
nology, battery production, and raw
materials for zero-emission vehicles.
Beijing is also important in the auto
industry context as its share in auto com-
ponents to India is around 30 per cent of
imports, amounting to $6 billion per year.
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