1| THE TRADE DEFICIT in.

11 Decembeér’: 2023 was

-$18.1 billion. The sharp:

“fallin the trade deéficitin
December would ease

pressure on the Tupee,
which has fallen sharp;y‘ ;

intecent trade sessions,

Tmports of gold feﬂto. :

$4.7 billion from a re-

estimated $9.84 billion’

in November. Imports
durmg December rose
4,99% onyear to $59 95
billion. -

The government has

also revised the import.

figures for November to
$63.8 bﬂhon from

|“November def1c1t was

reported to be $202.42
- billion, but'mow it is
. ;ggegged at $188.9 billion,
“Our trade growth is
: qq:te good andwewili be
: crms1ng $800 bzlhon in
(8 e ST o arvices
i) exports this - fmanaai

| year.We have done better -

|, thantherest of theworld
which . - shows - the

growmg at 64% to Sl 4
-billion; ; :

The : Iﬁetxoleﬁm

exports _were - down:.

:28.6% to:$4.9 bﬂhon,
“while gems and )eWeHerv “
d exports were-down26%
‘1o SZ.lbﬂhon.Inhnemth :

1 . the growthintheapparel

* résilience of our exports

and “improvement “in

manufactumng competi--

tiveness,”’sectetaryin the

$812.4 billion. This
growth is much better

. than the 3.3% growth in

world trade forecast by - e nA
© ber were up '6.03% to
"$602.6" billion, " while

UNCTAD.

The drivers of export‘ )

growthinDecemberwere

the engineering sector-

that grew 8.3%to $10.8

billion and- electronics ..

gnods that grew 35% to

57,5 billion, The éxports

; trom the apparel sector.

were-up 12.9% to $1.4

- billion. Rice exports also

were On ‘an upswing,

department . of com—fi §3 -2%:1t0$32.66 b

merce Suml Barthwal,

* said. - ‘ )
Incalendarye 2024

India’s ‘overall, expoits -

have grown 5.6% to -

sector; the imports of raw
cotton and waste was up
384%to $142 8 million.

While gold imports mod--

erated,imports of silver
grew 210%. to $421 9

million. -

The services: exports
in ‘December were up

pnl—Decem-,

In Aprd Decem ef, g
the merchandiseexports
wereup1.6%t0$321.71 -
billion, ‘while imports
wereup 5. 15%t0.$532.4
: he.. overall |

imports were-up 6. 91% ‘

10$682.15 billion. *

‘In. Decembet, Indias‘

shipmentsiroses pesxtwely

witzerland, Thailand, Ger-
manyaﬁdtheUS.j_ e

to the US, Saudl Arabla,



