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Government officials are bull-
ish that the Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes & Customs 
(CBIC) will be able to garner 
goods and services tax (GST) 
revenues of over ~1.5 trillion 
every month from October 
onwards. This comes at a time 
when GST collections have 
been falling behind the ~1.5-
trillion mark for the last four 
months. 

“For the last couple of 
months, we have been trying 
very hard to reach that mile-
stone of ~1.5 trillion. But we 
have been failing a bit some-
times by ~2,000 crore or 
~6,000 crore. The revenues 
that we will collect in October 
will come on November 1. I am 
sure that the CBIC will get ~1.5-
trillion revenue for the govern-
ment from that month 
onwards,” said Tarun Bajaj, 
revenue secretary, at an event 
in Mumbai. 

GST collections were to the 
tune of ~1.43 trillion in August; 
in July it was around 1.49 tril-
lion. June saw GST collections 
of ~1.45 trillion, and in May, it 
was ~1.4 trillion. Collections 
topped in April, with ~1.67 tril-

lion. This is an all-time high.   
Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman, however, did not 
specify any target for the CBIC 
officials. She appreciated the 
efforts put in by them to gen-
erate more revenue for the 
government. 

“Steadily every month, you 

are performing and it is evi-
dent in the form of the rev-
enue collected,” Sitharaman 
said. 

She said the Prime Minister 
has made a special mention of 
how sound the economy is, 
and how well it is growing. 
Also, how month after month, 
officials are generating high 
GST revenues. 

Sitharaman also stressed 
on the importance of adequate 
training to tax officials on bet-
ter utilisation of artificial intel-
ligence, data deep dive and 
internet of things (IoT). 

It would help them plug 
revenue leakages that are hap-
pening, causing a loss to the 
exchequer. “I have requested 
that training be given on better 
utilisation of artificial intelli-
gence, data deep dive, IoT so 
that we are able to use tech-
nology to detect where rev-
enue leakages are happening. 
We have to see where mischief 
makers or people are gaming 
the system by claiming wrong 
refunds, creating shell compa-
nies or colluding with some 
rare black sheep in the system. 
This is causing loss to the 
exchequer,” finance minister 
said while addressing the tax 
officials. 
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“THE REVENUES THAT 
WE WILL COLLECT IN 
OCTOBER WILL COME ON 
NOVEMBER 1. I AM 
SURE THAT THE CBIC 
WILL GET ~1.5-TRILLION 
REVENUE FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT FROM 
THAT MONTH 
ONWARDS”


