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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, 14 September 

India and France have agreed to work 
towards the establishment of an Indo-
Pacific trilateral development cooper-

ation that would facilitate development 
projects, External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said after talks with his French 
counterpart Catherine Colonna. 

Addressing a joint press interaction 
alongside Colonna, Jaishankar said their 
discussions covered issues such as the 
Ukraine conflict, the tensions in the Indo-
Pacific, consequences of the Covid pan-
demic, developments in Afghanistan and 
the prospects of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action. 

“We agreed to work towards the estab-
lishment of an Indo-Pacific trilateral devel-
opment cooperation that would facilitate 
development projects, especially in frame-
work of International Solar Alliance,” 
Jaishankar said. 

The ISA now has firmed up projects in 
three countries which shows the impact 
India and France make together in Bhutan, 
Papua New Guinea and Senegal, he said. 

The Indo-Pacific trilateral would also 
provide a platform for Indian innovators 
and startups to demonstrate their relevance 
to the requirements of other societies, 
Jaishankar said. He said India sees France 
as a major power with a global outlook and 
an independent mindset. France is central 
to emergence of multi-polarity and has also 
been extremely responsive to India's con-
cerns and priorities, Jaishankar said. 

In her remarks, Colonna said whatever 
is happening in Ukraine is not only an 
issue for Europe but it is a serious matter 
for the entire world.  

French foreign minister calls on PM  
French Foreign Minister Catherine 
Colonna on Wednesday called on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and conveyed to 

him President Emmanuel Macron's mes-
sage of "friendship and cooperation", 
besides discussing bilateral issues.
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FRENCH MINISTER:  
WANT MORE INDIAN 
STUDENTS IN FRANCE  
France wants the number of Indian 
students in the country to rise to 20,000 
by 2025, French Foreign Minister 
Catherine Colonna said on Wednesday. 
The minister also said there could be no 
better indicator of peace and true 
friendship among nations than a 
student trained and graduated abroad 
who becomes acquainted with two 
cultures and can stand up for both. PTI 
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