e
© Amiti Sen
New Delhi’

| The Directorate General of For-
“has'

‘eign = Trade (DGFT)
amended the country’s foreign
: ‘trade policy to explicitly ‘pro-
. hibit the import of goods made
- using forced labour, a move that

“The. unport of. goods pro-

: ﬁ“'duced or manufactured, wholly.

ror in part; rhrough the use of
. forced labour is prohibited. The

| Central government may, from
- time to time; §pecify, by notifica-

tion, the

ds whose import

'shall be’ prohxblted under thls .

DGFT ‘amends pohcy to:

1 coule trengthen India’s case in-.

. paragraph, having regard to the

' findings of such enquiry or such-

" other mqtenaI as it may consider:
_appropriate,” the DGFT saidina .
”jint)tlﬁcatlon issued on Tuesday, .
amendmg the Forelgn Trade
»"‘Pohcy N

The timing: of this nonﬁcatlon ‘

'is_critical, coming just weeks

af;er the USTR proposed add1—

 tional Sect10n301 tariffsofupto: -
7125 peracent on Indian goods

over India’s alleged failure to
prohibit imports of forced- la-

- ‘bour products.

The mvestiganons on forced

labour against 60 countries, in- -
-cluding India, are ongoing, anda .

findl verdict on the matter is ex-
pected soon.

“The notification w111 take ef—
fect 30 days after its pubhcanon
in t:he ofﬁaal gazette '

‘FORCED LABOUR’

The DGFT also inserted a para-

graph' “in” the " policy, -defining
‘forced labour’. in. accordance

with _the . ILO Forced Labour -

Convenuon, “thereby strength-

ening the FTP framework for re-*

pI'Ohlblt imports} made with forced labour’

,duced =through forced labour”
-the notification added.

“The movealigns India within-

ternational labour. standards -

and could help exporters access.

- markets siach as the European .
Union, where comphance with

forced labour norms is increas-

‘ingly tied to market access.

“The move. comes as. major

.economies tighten restrictions

on goods linked to forced la-
bour...

domestic legal framework in line
with'international standards, a
step’ that' could ‘strengthen: its

iigergs

stricting imports of goods-pro-.:

ResearchImUauve. Sl bl

India’s' notification 31g— :
nals that itis strengthemng its .

position in future: trade negoti- °
ations, and market-access dis-
“cussions,™ pointed out  Ajay
Srivastava: from " Global Trade.




