
Indian team to visit tis this
week for bilateral trade talks
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-Our Bureau
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A team of senior Commerce
MinistrY officials from India
is expected tovisit Washing-
ton ttris week to resume talks
on the bilateral trade agree-

ment (BTA) as India and the
us exiresi optimism of fi-
nalisingthe firit Phase of the
deal by November this,vear.

"Talks are ongoing in a

positive atmosPhere. A few
instances (of disagreement)
during the course of negoti-
ationiare bound to be there.
Nesotiations are ongoing
and'the first tranche of BTA
will be finalised bY fall. The
Indian teamwill go tothe US

thisweek. Both sideswant to
fast track it," a senior gov-
ernment official said.

The BTA talks lost mo-
mentum in August after the
US increased the tariffs bY uP

to 50 per cent on Indian mer-
chan&se over charges ofthe
latter financing Russia's war
in Ukraine. However, the two
sides have come back on the

table in the last couPle of
months as tensions eased.

A team from the North
American countrY visited In-
dia last month, which was

followed by a triP bY Com-
merce Minister PiYush GoYal

tothe US.
Another official said that

India will try to source more
energy suctras liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG), ProPane,
crudebil, etc from the US as

a gesture of aPPeasement
and eoodwill Provided the
pricing is feasible consider-
ing India has resource
constraints.

India has also assured the
US that it will buY more de-

fence qoods and equiPment
from ihe uS. The South

Asian nation has alreadY

uooed its defence-related
pi6curement from the US in
the last fewYears.

USENVOYININDIA
The movement in the BTA

talks comes as the US Am-

bassador-Designate Sergio

Gor is in New Delhi on a

week-long official visit,
which concludes on TuesdaY
(October 14).' Considered close to the
US President Doriald TYumP,

Gor is accomPanied bY

Deputy Secretary for Man-
*.iment and Resources Mi-
cf,ael J Rieas. The US Senate

recently ionfirmed his aP
pointrn'ent as the India
envov,

cdr has met with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi,
National Security Advisor
fNSA) Aiit Doval, External
,ifriit rrri"itt.r S Jaishankar

and Foreign Secretary
vikram Misri. The talks
centered on bilateral Priorit-
ies in defence cooPeration,
trade negotiations and crit-
ical minerals suPPlY chain'
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