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In aWTO notification. India
has warned the US rhat ir
may take retaliatory acdon
against the sweeping 25 per
cent import duties orr steel
and aluminium imposed by
the Donald Trump regirue on
March 12. Escalatirg the
clash, India may impose tar-
iffs on Americair goods lead-
ing to equivalent duty collec-
rion of $I.91 billioi in 30
days.

Hoinever, New Deihi. is
hopeful that the issue can be
senled amicablywirh t}e US,
if not at the WTO, rhen as
part ofthe trndia-US Bilateral
Tradg Agreement (BTA)
wkiich is currently being ne-
gotiated.

"!his (India's notification
to the \&rIO) is an enabling
action, trt is up to India to act
or not after 30 days. There
have been instanies when
India has takeir a rnuch
longer time to retaliate or
has not reraiiated at all" As
the India-US BTA negoti-
ations are on, the govern-
ment hopes that the issue
could be serrled at that plat-
form," a source trackinf ttre
rnatte r t al d bustne s slin e_.
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In the notificcg_lop, india said

T*ADE BARIIER. On March 12, the Trump regime.imposed
sweeping 25%tariffs bn steel and aluminium impi.tsrrrru*u':
the US measures were safe-
guard duties, despite con-
trary ciaims by Washingon,
and needed to be countered
as these were ilconsistent
with the 1&TO subsidies

"The safeguard measures
q,ouid affect $26 billion im-
ports into the US of the rel-
evant products originating in
lndia, onwhich the dutycol-
lection would be g].g1 bil-
lio*," the notiflcation stated,

"Accordingly, In&a's pro-
posed suspension of conees-
sions wou-ld result in an equi-
valent amourt of dory
collected from products ori-
ginating in the US;'r 6r. no,'-
fication added.

Tru,mp irnposqd s'weeplrg

tariffs of25 per cent on sreel
and aluminiu-m imports on
March 12 by modifyilg the
steel and aluminium tariffs
that he had originatly im-
posed in 2018 (dwing his
f,rst stinr as President).

In 20i9, lndia imposed re-
taliatory tariffs ori 28 items
exported by rhe US but
rolled back the levies on key
items in 2023.

The move signals . a
tougher lndian stance, espe-
cially in polirically stnsirive
sectorr like ste.el and alu-
miniuq that align wirh its
'Make in India' iniiusrial
strategy, pointed out Ajay
Srivasta\E of the Globai
Ttade and
Initiative.
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