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FRESH THREAT OF 25o/olar'
iffs by US President Donald
Trump on any countrY doing
business with Iran has Put in
doubt the future engagement
of India in develoPing and
operating Chabahar Port ter-
minals in Iran where it has
already committed substantial
resources and time.

Currcntly, India is working
to develop the Port in the Gulf
of Oman, off southeastern
Iran, and run it under the six
monthwaiver from the US that
expires on April 2 6 this Year' .
"Till that time trade can Pass
throughthe port.

'After that all would
depend on how Iran and the US

manage their relations," for-
mer ambassador to f ordan and
Libya, among other countries,
AnilTrigunayat said'

The port was outside the
purview of sanctions before
the US revoked them in SeP-

tember as part of its "maxi-
mum pressure" policy on kan,
but reinstated this exemPtion
after India's diPlomatic
engagement.

The port is being develoPed
as avital node ofthe Interna-
tional North-South TransPort
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Corridor 0NSTC), a multi
modal route designed to con-
nect India to Russia and
Europe via Iran, significantlY
reducing transit time com-
pared to the Suez Canal.

"The first cargo from Rus-
sia through Chabahar is
expected to land in India in
Februa ry," Tri gunaYat sai d.

The corridor becomes all
the more importantbecause of
delays in the take-offoflndia
Middle East EuroPe Economic
corridor (IMEC), he said,
adding that even Afghanistan
is keen to use it to access
humanitarian assistance from
India and fortrade.

The former ambassador,

however, expressed hoPe that
withthe protestsin Iran easing
and channels of communica-
tions opened between Iran and
US through the White House
envoy Steve Witkoff the ten-
sions between the two maY
cooioff.

In case the port becomes
offbounds then exPorters and
investors in the infrastructure
will have to re-calibrate their
strategies. Located in the Sis-
tan-Baluchestan Province on
lran's energy-rich southern
coast, Chabahar serves as a
strategic gatewaY for India to
access Afghanistan and Cen-
tral Asi a, effectively bYPassing
Pakistan.
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