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draft, issued in SePtember,
tns made some corrections
bv includins small cars - a

"imall but"right steP," he

noted.
"So what the Power Min-

istry (BEE) is doing now is, I
thirik, a small step in ttre right
direction. It's not a firll cor-
rection of the CAFE nonns'
but at least it's a beginning.
Who supports it or not is not
reallv relelant - I am more
conc"erned with what is right
andwhat iswrong' "After ex-

tensive deliberations, the So-

ciew of Indian Automobile
M"riuf"ct'.rt"ts (SIAM) re-
centlv submitted its feedback

to tie BEE on the draft
CAFE-3 norms. However, the
industrv bodv could not
reach a'consensus, leaving it
to the government to decide.
Maruti, Honda Cars India
and Renault India suPPort
small-car-friendlY Provi-
sions; Tata Motors, M&M,
Hvundai Motor and Kia have

bdcked weight-based relaxa-
tions for larger vehicles.

tougher for smaller cars, which is uniustifred'

Maruti Suzuki India Chair-
man RC Bhargava said, in his

"oersonal opinion", the Cor-
pbrate evelrage Fuel Effi-
henry (CAFE) standards
should not qrist at all, ar-
gulng they were EuroPean
norms created for larger'
heavier cars and inaPProPri-
ate for India.

"I think the CAFE norms
are inappropriate, but that's
a different matter - that's
mv view. Reeuladon should
no:t be biase"d in favour of
anybody. These norms (the
crri:rent arat CAFE-3 norms
in India) are biased in favour
ofbig cars and are, therefore,
inappropriate. TheY were
made in Europe, theY reflec-
tedthe power structure there
between car makers - the
German manufacnrrers were
the most powerful," Bhar-
gava-told businessline.'\oa
want CAFE nortns to 1m-

that favours larger &
heavier cars imProve
fuel efficiency, reduce
emissions?
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prove fuel efficiencY and re-
duce emissions. How does a

norm that favours larger and
heavier cars reallY do tlnt? At
least give some merit some-

where,"hesaid.
Bhargava added that anY

oolicv 
-or reeulation should

i.-"lnrr.rrt [t. there should
be no discrimination in fa-
vour ofor against anyclass of
vehicle unless the Sovern-
ment explicitly declares such
intent, '"fhe norms of CAFE

...actudly favour bigger cars.

As weilht decreases, the
norms become less favour-
able for smaller cars. There is

a bias in the entire sYstem in
favour ofheavier cars. I dont
understand whv that should
be so, or how ii is justified,"
he said.

DRAFTCAFE-3
His comments come amid in-
dustrv discussions on the
draft 'CAFE-3 standards for
four-wheelers, set to uke ef-
fect from April 1, 2027 to '
March 31, 2032. Bharpva
said the first draft of the
policy, released in December
2oz+by the gureau of EnergY

Efficieircy (BEE), favoured
larger vihiiles. The latest
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