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India faces the risk of wide-
spread shutdowns of small 
manufacturing firms and job 
losses, as import of steel fas-
teners, including nuts, bolts, 
screws, may come to a halt due 
to the implementation of qual-
ity control orders (QCOs) from 
next week, a Delhi-based 
think-tank said on Wednesday. 

Steel fasteners are crucial 
for stability, durability, and 
safety across various industrial 
sectors, such as automobile, 
construction, electronics, 
machinery and equipment 
manufacturing, railways, mil-
itary, among others. 

According to the 
Global Trade Research 
Initiative (GTRI), 
from March 20, 
import of steel fasten-
ers will stop as no for-
eign manufacturers 
have been approved under 
the Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS) certification 
process. This will create uncer-
tainty and supply chain bot-
tlenecks. 

“The cumbersome BIS 
approval process discourages 
foreign manufacturers from 
registering due to complex 
procedures and low trade vol-
umes, leading to critical short-
ages. Additionally, customs 
clearance delays caused by 
confusion over HS Code clas-
sifications will add to costs and 
inefficiencies, impacting busi-
nesses already struggling with 
supply chain disruptions,” the 
report said, adding that the 
QCO risks widespread shut-
downs of small manufacturing 
firms that may find it difficult 
to obtain certification, leading 
to job losses and industrial 
stagnation. 

It said that since India 
relies heavily on specialised 
imported fasteners for critical 
applications in industries, 
such as automobiles, aero-

space, electronics, 
and defence, their 
sudden unavail-

ability will jeopar-
dise production. 
QCOs are govern-

ment orders to ensure the 
quality of products, protection 
of human, animal, and plant 
health, and prevention of 
deceptive practices. They are 
notified by government 
departments in consultation 
with the BIS and are compul-
sory in nature for a foreign as 
well as a local manufacturer. 
This means that manufactur-
ers and importers need  
to adhere to certain standards 
and obtain BIS certification  
to ensure compliance with 
standards. 

In this case, the 
Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT) had issued the QCO in 
September last and will be 
implemented in a phased 
manner. To begin with, from 
March 20, it will be imple-
mented for all imports and 
large firms. For small and 
micro firms, the order will 
come into effect from 
June 20 and September 20, 
respectively. 

 

 

Govt launches 3 
initiatives for R&D 
in steel making  
Union Minister 
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa 
Varma launched three 
initiatives under the Steel 
Research Technology 
Mission of India (SRTMI) to 
promote R&D in steel 
making ,according to an 
official statement.  Varma, 
the Minister of State for 
Steel, launched the R&D 
schemes and SRTMI web 
portal to drive innovation 
and sustainability, the 

statement said.  PTI

As quality norms kick in next week, 
imports may come to a halt: GTRI

QCOs on nuts, 
screws: A bolt  
for small firms


