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India is pro;ected to host a
million start-ups by 2035, ac—
cording to  Infosys
founder Nandan Ndekam o
Speaking at the Arkam An-
nual Meet 2025, the IT
honcho said that four factors 1
that could fuel the growth of =

' Na‘;nn. Niléi(éni, B
: CO?fOngig_r,glnfosys

gmsed 1,40, 803 entities 2s

start-upsin Tndla

. However, Nilekani poin-
: * ¢ ted ot several challenges

“Ifyou goback IOyears, to hmdenng this growth,. in-

2016, we may have hada few

access, among others. -

| stare -ups. We expéct thatthe ,
start-up ecosystem will grow
| ata20 per centcompounded
| annual growth rate. In other
| words, when the economy is -
| growing at 8 per cent, start-
| ups will grow at 20 per cent,
reaching a billion start-ups

tte to half of India’s GDP.

disparity, where the top 10
* per cent earn 60 per cent of
India’s national income and
- another 40 per cent earn

- cluding  income disparity,
. lackof organisation, lowpro-
ductivity and limited marker o

t's shocking that only 13 o
out of 788 districts contrib-

Then you come to income

- X1 65 Iakh per annum. But

/ the bottom 15 per cent earn

only 71,000 per annum,” he
safd

ILLIQUIE} AS‘&ET

In addition, real estate re-
mains the largest asset class
for Indians, and yet cannot

be eﬁ“ec’cwely monetised.
- Landowners in India face

challenges when attempting

* to use theirland as collateral

for credit. With 50 per cent .

. of India’s wealth tied to land,

‘this issue is even more pro-

nounced in rural areas.
India is also among the

smallest formal economies,

with only 15 per cent of Indi-

-ans in the formal economy.
“Informality is not only
. about individuals but also
 businesses. We are supposed
to have 63 million small and
-micro businesses but only 8

million file GST, a symbol of
formalisation. On!:y 1million

pay Employee s State Insur-

ance, which is 2 defined be-
nefits “system. Only about

29 000 have a made—up cap-’

xtaI of overX10 crore, soit’sa
small set of people. Thereisa

~lack of formalisation in the
" business sector,”

said.

gap of $530 billion between

Nilekani -

An RBI report observed & °

the demand and supply of .

capital for small businesses.

The combination of lack of “

access to capital and markets
leads to stunted growth he .

shared.

 AIFOR GROWTH

Harnessing the power of Al

can drive enhanced pro- .
ductivity, foster innovation °

and boost global competit-

iveness across industries. Al |

offers vast potential for

transforming sectors and |

‘helping businesses remain -

competitive in an increas-

ingly digital world, he said.

Alongside, the tokenisa- -

tion of illiquid assets, com-
bined with the account ag-

. gregator framework, is set to

improve capital efficiency.



