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Jndia's weighted tar:iffon aparwith global average, says DPItrT
Our Bureau
New Delhi

India iras lowered its tariffs
significantly md is ahnost in
slmc with average global
levels but the domestic in-
dtstr,v is continui[g to put
pressure on the goveFrment
to increase rariffs which
needs to be analysed, said
DPIIT Secretary A-rnarcleep
Singh Bhatia.

"..,for integration vrith
supply chzrin, a 1ot of work
has been done in terms ofre-
duction of tadlfs. The
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weiglrted tariff has come
dou'n substantially and is a1-

most at world average 1evel.
C)f course, there are pres-
sures from the domestic in-
dustry rlat thr:se should be
increaserl."

"We neeci to look at whv
tlese requests keep coming
up. Why are we ncrt compet-
itive enough?" Bhatia said at
the CII Global Eccnornic
I oiicy Summit on
\ /. ednesday.

TRIXVIP'S CRI:I'ICISM
Bhatia's comments are signi-
frcant in light of US Presid-

ent.elect Dcrald I'rump,ls
stinging criticism pf high-

, import tariff countiies, in-
cluding lndia, and the in-
cr,eased clamour in sectors
such as steel fbr hig,her tari$
protection agaii:st cheap
impclrts.

Bhatia pointed out that In-
dian industry also 1.las oppor-
tunities in terms of supply
chain disruptions that
happened subsequent to thc
Cr:vid-19 pandcmic.

'lv. c alsohave nervtcchno-
logy, ne'*, materi.rls and new
sectors which uc throu'ing
,:p a 1ot ofoppornrnities," he

Amardeep Singh Bhatia,
Secretary, DPIIT

'l'here is cause
for optiruism oil
the start-up
ecosystefil, witil
new start-ups
emerging rn tier-Z
and tier-3 cities

ecosystem in the country
with new start-ups cmerging
in tier-Z and tier-3 cities.
'About 45 por cent stnr-t-ups
arc corniug up in tier-Z and
ticr-3 citics. Sector specific
interventions being

rvori<ed out so that start-up
movement deepcns.

It is chcoural:rng to see re-
sponse not just rvithin the
country but also from other
nations and collaborations
that are comingup,"he said.

IITiAII\IINA I[/OR!(trOtrTCE
Lahour Scfletary Sumita
Darura, in her speech at the
Summil, pointcd out 

_that{incc l0l /. ovar / crore lndl-
ans h:rd joincd the Employ-
ccs' Provirlcnt Pulrtl Organ-
isation (EPFO) and the
lloYcrnnr{nt was rrndcrtak-
inli initiatilcs lo cnhance

emplo1'ability an-d skill sets
ofthe workforce,

JOR GITNE.RATIOI{
She said the industry shoulcl
levcrtrge the Ernplolmcni
Linked Incentive Sctreme de-
signed to incentivise the hir-
ing of urcrkers, particularly
in the manufacruring sector,
bv offsetting the cost of en:-
ploying newworkers.

The scheme airns to boosl
labour formalisation, 

"B'hance the emplol,ttbility ol
worlcers, and supuon: job
creation in key matrufactur'
ing industries, she addeC.

A 
^.-,a

"f r a 1aYTA@

said. The DPIIT Secretary
expressed'optimism about
the growrh of the start-up
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