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The EU wants India.to ease
up 9n its quatry Control Or.
der (QCO) scheme as part of
the proposed India-EU Free
ilrade Agreement (FTA) and
has proposed measures-such
as onlifit application and ac-
creditatioo of EU Conform-
ity Assessmenr Bodies for
consideration in the ongoing
negouatrons.

Expefts, however, point
out that allowing acsr6dita-
tion may lead to more inter-
ference by foreign conform-
iry assessment bodies, which
isavoidable. :

The 126 round of negoti-
ations is expected to be-held
in Brussels in earlyJulv.

Foreign selleri complain
of_ challenges in meiring
QCO requirements due to
factors such as the complex-
ity of the cerrification'pro-
cess, the need for physical
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verifi cation and inspecrions,
and the time required for re-
gistration and approval.

nucur.erdnyDrArocur
0n rheissue of QCO- the EU
ngted that the l1s round in
May allowed for the fust
iime in-depth engagemert
on the EU proposal for eas-
ing the process ofcestifica-
tion. "While no detailed dis-
cussion could take place on-
t}re text during the round,
negotiators clarified some
procedural aspects and the
areas where some improvb-
ments could be corsidered
that is online applicationand
accreditation, of EU Con-
formity Assessment Bodies
(CABs)," tlie EU report
noted.

Special focus *, or, .*,
and car parts, and on phar-
maceutical products, it
added.

The EU has, several times
iu the pasg raised concerns
ar the WTO about the in.
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tors to imDrove the ouality of
the products being ianutac-
tured domesticaily and also
t0 prevent sub-standard
imports.

A QCO mandates compli-
ance ofa product to specified
tndian Slahdards qiS;, ob-
taining a vaiid licence and
bearing of the staftdards
mark on the covered product
before. supplying ro-rhe In-
orall mart{et.

But Biswajit Dkar, Distin-
guished Professor, Council
for Social Development,
said: "Accreditarion bf EU

The l2th.roupd of negotiations
is expectedto be held in
Brussels in early July

creasing number of QCOs
being issued by India across
sectors.

EMt]IIITING ITIEWE$T
India had a/ftugd tfrat mem-
bers like the EU had, more
stringent standards in place
that had to be mandatorily
met by all *rose seling in
their markets. tt said the
country had drawn inspira-
tion from the developed
world fo come up wirh
prod,.ict standards in keysec-
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CAB$, as.proposed bytheEU,
wiil irnplymbre interference

then have
tnrJo the US TDA,
which 1S akeady romping

and the EMA. An-
other of my concerns is this:
Whar will we do if the FDA.
and the EMA standards are
notinharmony?,,
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