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India will focus on speedilrg
.up trade talks with the US to
achieve "early gains" before
the July 9 deadline to avoid
reciprocal tariffs, solrces
said.

Tlade officiais fi'om both.
sides recently held in-depth
negotiations on various ele-
ments ofthe proposed bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA)
ttrat included areas zuch as
market access, SPSIfBT; di-
gital tiade, c'-rstoms and
tade facilitation and legal
f:amework. "But now focus
wiU be on what can be de-
livered before July 9. The
rest can be negotiated as part

. of ttre first aanche of-the
BTA, which has a later dead-
line of Fall 2025 (September-
October),1' a source said.

DIAI.OGUE CON?INUUS
A team led by.the Assistant
t:S - T?ade Represenra;r,=r

: neld negotiationrwirh an Iu-
dian team of trade officials in
New Delhi from'June 4-10.

Sources said that the talks
were 'f>roductfue", but
hopes ofnarrowing down on
an interim deal were not
met. "Both sides agreed to
continue negotiations to
achieve an expeditious con-
clusion of the initial ranche
ofthe BTA," sources said.
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Trump decided. on a 9Q{ay rng it dimcuk to *..1 t}r"
pause on reciprocal tarift, tariff cut and market access
announced on April 2, on'' demand$ of ttre US, espe-
most trade partners with ciallyinsensitivesectorsfike
which the US has a trade de- agriculture.
ficit. The tariffpause, whic.h ,

will end on July 9, was aB- NODF.ALINSIGHT
nounced to give- time to_ While 

- 
India is -willing tocountries to worliout trade briog down tariffs foi items

deals with the US; , such-as auto, motorcycles, al-
Trump had:annornced a cohol dnd sope farin items

was put on hold for 90
a 10 per cert baseiilie
vras irnposed orl all

wants that the'eq-

wants the 50

such as rice, wheat and dairy.
US Commerce Secretary

Howard Luurick recently
noted that uhiie farmers hail
a politicaty-strong voice, a
middle path needed to be
reached. tutnick said it was
imp_ortant for India to bring
down its tariffs and provide
market access to American
products to bring down the
US- trade ;deficit wi*r India,
which is ar over g+O biilion

items

annually. The US is lndia,s
laqgest uading partner rurd
exportmarket
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