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The Maidives will sclon final-

.{

sumes significarce, coming
soon after I'{erv Delhi's lare
comment on a neighbour's

3I, 2A25, sPoliesPerson
Randhir Jaisr;ial said: "Re-

uade partnershiP choices'

Addresling the weeklY media
brieflng o-f tire MinistrY of
External Affairs on Januaryisc a trade pact nith India, a

senior Maldivian Minister

,other :countries, inciuding
China.

Trade Mo-

has said, nrro weeksbarely
Delhiafter New appeared to

caution the island-nation
over possible'tevenue loss"

iimilal deals in-t:ed rvith

l\4aEdivam lX€imlster
of, Ecostomric
Devetropmeftt a&ct
Trade
Moharned Saee#s
announcement
comes after India
cautioned it over
possible 'l'evet:tte
ioss" from
simitrar deals

fect on Januaqr i, ZAZ5.

"Most of the aquatic
products" originadng in the
Maldives expcncd tc China
will enjoy zero tariff ffeat-
ment,'Chila's MinistrY of
Ccmmerce said fclloiring
'l' ..rtrirtgc'r r.l. - ' -r'';r{a''a-'il,

i&EALDwES-II'IDilL f IES
Saeed's an$oruiceslent as-

cent
revenue
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agreerBe&ts
to result in

that are

from

Ii - during his State visit to In-
dia in October - and Prime
l,{inister NarerCra }'{cCi haC

"expressed keerr interest" in
signing the Free T?ade
Aereement GTA)."offi.iui sources in Male,
familiar with the develop-
ments, told The ltrindu tbat
bilateral negotiations on tle
FTA are scheduled to begin
soon.

Mrsrzae is focused on se-

curing trade agreements
with major global markets,
Saeed noted, pointing to the
prel';r'cnt.r-al trade agr','rt:r:; ;-'
iioned with Turkev in
N6vernber 2024 an d rhe Y'l A
with Chinathat came into ef-

need to take that into ac-

count while framing our ov,n
oclicies."' Jr{ca:l',;'hil:, galei sa:C

that such uade pacts woulti
help the lWaldives boost its
er"oorts and become less reli-
arit on imports. Maldives is

currently negotiating a for-
eign currency crisis and high
public det i.' ln its October uPdate, the
World Banl< said the 1"1a1-

dives faces'fteightened ex-
temal and fi scai r'ulnerabiiit-
ies" that requlre urgent

. implementation. of comprc-
I'::..'. ' -tat.:i:::

I
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