Modi, Macron talk defence,
nukes, space, and climate

PM discusses Security Council
reforms with Brazil's Lula

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 10 September

rime Minister Narendra Modi and French

President Emmanuel Macron have called

for the early finalisation of the Defence

Industrial Road Map. Both leaders had a
lunch meeting here after the conclusion of the Group
of Twenty (G20) Summit.

“Both leaders reiterated their commitment to
strengthen defence cooperation through a partner-
ship in the design, development, testing, and man-
ufacture of advanced defence technologies and plat-
forms and to expand production in India, including
for third countries in the Indo-Pacific and beyond,”
the India-France joint statement said.

Regarding nuclear cooperation, the statement
noted good progress in the discussion for the
Jaitapur nuclear plant project. It said both sides will
continue engagements to establish a partnership for
co-developing small modular reactor (SMR) and
advanced modular reactor (AMR) technologies.

SMR nuclear reactors are generally 300 megawatt
equivalent or less, designed with modular technol-
ogy using module factory fabrication, pursuing
economies of series production, and short construc-
tion times. India and France are also engaged in sign-
ing a dedicated declaration of intent. “

“France reiterated its steadfast and unwavering
support for India’s membership in the Nuclear
Suppliers Group,” the statement said.

The talks also saw discussions on the next steps
needed for the implementation of new cooperation
goals in areas of defence, space, nuclear energy, dig-
ital public infrastructure, critical technology, and cli-
mate change.

The talks took into account progress on the
‘Horizon 2047’ road map announced by both coun-
tries, which was announced to mark 50 years of
strategic partnership. Both sides also agreed to work
together on the development of museums.

India’s partnership with France in the Indo-
Pacific region heavily figured in the discussions. The
Indo-Pacific Road Map announced in July during
Modi’s visit to France was also reviewed.

Both sides underlined their role as providers of
solutions for the Indo-Pacific through their cooper-
ation in the framework of the International Solar
Alliance, launched by India and France, and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

The model of the Indo-French Campus for the
Indo-Pacific was discussed as one that could be
replicated for other institutional linkages in areas
such as digital, science, technological innovation,
education, culture, health, and environmental
cooperation.

Reforming the UN with Brazil

Modi also had a meeting with Luiz Indcio Lula da
Silva, President of Brazil and the new G20 Chair,
focusing on the need to reform the UN Security
Council (UNSC). Both leaders reaffirmed their com-
mitment to reforming the Council to include more
permanent and non-permanent nations and
increase the representation of developing countries.

The joint statement released after the meeting
announced both nations will have regular bilateral
coordination meetings going forward on UNSC
reform. “The two leaders expressed disappointment
at the paralysis created at the Intergovernmental
Negotiations on UNSC Reform, which have not pro-
duced tangible progress. They agreed that the time
has come to move towards a result-oriented process
that aims to achieve concrete outcomes in a fixed
time frame,” the statement said.

Modi welcomed Brazil’s support for India’s can-
didature for a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for
the 2028-2029 term.

The leaders also noted the conclusion of domestic
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STEALING A MOMENT: UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (left) with wife Akshata Murty at the

Akshardham Temple in New Delhi on Sunday

procedures for the entry into force of the India-Brazil
Social Security Agreement.

Bilaterals galore

Modi also had a series of separate bilaterals with the
leaders of Canada, Germany, Turkey, South Korea,
the Netherlands, Nigeria, the Comoros, and the
Presidents of the European Council and European
Commission. In his meeting with Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, Modi conveyed India’s
strong concerns about continuing ‘anti-India activ-
ities of extremist elements in Canada’, referring to
Khalistani activities.

“They are promoting secessionism and inciting
violence against Indian diplomats, damaging diplo-
matic premises, and threatening the Indian com-
munity in Canada and their places of worship. The
nexus of such forces with organised crime, drug syn-
dicates, and human trafficking should be a concern
for Canada as well,” the Ministry of External Affairs
said in a release afterwards.

Moreon business-standard.com
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RUSSIA'S LAVROV LAUDS
INDIA FOR PREVENTING
ATTEMPTS TO POLITICISE G20

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov thanked India
on Sunday saying thatthe G20 host prevented
attempts to politicise the summit. “l want to express
my gratitude to India for preventing attempts to
politicise the G20," he said, adding the West would
not be able to remain a “hegemony" as new centres
of power were coming up inthe world.

He said the G20 Summit underIndia’s presidency
was a "breakthrough conclave in many ways as its
outcomes showed a path to the world to move
forward on a range of challenges and demonstrated
the strength and importance of the Global South.

In a press briefing, Lavrov said India played an
importantrole in "preventing the West" from taking
forward their approach on manyissues,
including Ukraine. PTl



