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'SEVFN DAY NEGOT! &TIONS

~ India:Us Bﬂaterai’iraaeAgre
ment (B’m)that concluded here

itation, and legal framework,
an official said. As part of the
negotiations for the BTA,a US
delegation led by the assistant
7S trade representativ eld
discussions with their Indi
counterparts fromJune4to 10
The US delegation’s visit
followed the productive dls—
cussions in May when com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal led a delegation
to the US from May 17 to 22.
‘Goyal had held meetings with
Us secretary of commerce
Lutnickand US trade
repre ntative ]amxeson Greer.
1 “The negstlahons heldwith
_the US side were productive
andhelped inmakingprogress
- towards crafting a mutually
 beneficial and balanced agree-
ment including through
achievement ofearlywins,’the
official said, adding that the
 negotiations will continue for
the speedy conclusion of the
initial tranche of the BTA. -
While the dates of the next
physical meetinghavenotbeen

sideswill continue toengage by
othermeans on the deal.
Traditionally, India has
‘been wary of inclusion of digi-
tal trade chapters in its trade
agreements. The India-UAE
free trade agreement (FTA) in
2022 wasthe firstonethathad
' adetailed digital tradechapter.
Asimilarchapterhasalsobeen
‘made part of the India-UK FTA

S by 2030

fixed, the officials from both

TRADE BOOSTER

# india ahd
the US aim t¢
more than
double
bilateral
trade to

$500bn |

indiais t}ying to é,void the
full application ofthe US™.
reciprocal tariffs

thatwas sealed last month. In
the Trade and Economic Part-
nersth Agreement with the
European Free Trade Associa-
tion, digital trade is addressed

) through provisions related to

e-comrnerce, Cross- -border
data flows and consumer pro-
tection. The US has special
interest in digital trade andits
digital services providers have
often flagged restrictionson
cross-border data flows and
competxtlon policy as a hin-
drance inoperating in India.

" Through the initial tranche
of the BTA, India is trying to
ayoid thefuﬂapphcauon ofrec-
iprocal - tariffs  that were.

_announcedbythe USonAptil 2.

Additional tariffs of 26% on

India were anhounced by US | |

President Donald Trump, but -

havebeen puton hold tillJuly 9.




