Won’t compromise
onnational interest
for FTA, says Goyal

As the Diwali deadline
approaches to conclude the
trade talks with the UK, Trade
Minister Piyush
Goyal (pictured) on
Friday said the gov-
ernment would not
compromise on
national interest in
negotiations for free
trade agreements
(FTASs) just to meet
deadlines. “FTAs to
be entered into after thorough
consultation with all stake-
holders including industry
and the government will not

diverge from this approach for
the sake of deadlines,” he said.

Goyal was speaking at the
meeting held to
review India’s export
performance in the
first six months of
this financial year
with representatives
from export promo-
tion councils and
industry  associa-
tions. His comments
come a day after Britain Home
Secretary Suella Braverman
cast doubts over the proposed
FTA. ASIT RANJAN MISHRA



