
rnd iilrAus tralia agree on framework
to streamline defence trade, serrrices
DEEpEI*II{G TIES. Both nations ink reciprocal agreement for'expanding aircraft deployments,

puilding upon the Compre-
hensive Strategic partner-
ship (CSP) established in
2020,India and Australia on
Thursday agreed for a
broader poliry framework -an'MoU for the provision of
defence articles and defence
services,' designed . to
streamline and shape ways
the two nations will buy, sell,
share and maintain militr*
equipment and specialiset
technical services.

This is part of a string of
announcements at the Third
India-Australia Annual Sum-
prl in Melbourne, led by
Prime Ministers Narendra
Modi and Anthony AJbanese,
with New Delhi appears to be
Iookingto elevate its defence
ties with Australia in some
domains to match its engage-
ments with other maior de-
veloped nations. pM trlodi is
currently on a two-day offi-
cial visit to Australia, which
beganonJuly8.

BILATERAI.INNOVATTON
Both the nadons have de-
cided to explore a bilateral
innovation framework to
connect,respective ecosys-
tems and accelerate collib-

S"kATgql( PARYffiH*. prime Minister Narendra Modi
at the lndia-Australia Annual Summit in Melbourne.on Thu

stantial upgrades in India-
Australia strategic ties since
the Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Pannership.

'1the geopolitical dynamic
security and economic un-
certainties has stEered na-
tions world over to reboot
and relook at their security
and commercial strategies
and policies. While the visit
produced 18 agreements and
initiatiries, the defence and
secunty outcomes are par-
ticularly significant from a
maritime security and de-
fence industry & start-up
perspective,"he said.

KBYAREAS
The two, as per the joint
statement, have identified
four areas for strengthening
comprehensive defence co-
operation, and deepening
strategic dialogue. They are
for: (a) undertaking ro con-
sult on defence-related de-
velopments in the Indo-pa-
cific that affect shared
interests; (b) increasing the
complexity of our defence
exercises, including with
partners; (c) accelerating ef-
fons to build interoperabil-

ity a"a information sharing
between defence forces; and
(d) expanding aircraft de-
ployrnents from each other,s
territories.
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oration among govern-
ments, industry academia,
and research inititutions for
promoting R&D based solu-
tions for advanced capability
solutions. The initiatve re-
flects similar arangements
India has had with the US,
France and South Korea.

The two Prime Ministers
'\relcomed the ongoing
work to develop a me"mor-
andum of understanding for
the provision of defence art-
icles and defence sq;rvices,
and efforts to promote con-
nections between Australian

and Indian defence indus-
tries, including through Aus-
tralia's first defence trade
missionto India andtheAus-
tralia-India Defence In-
dustry Roundtable,,, read a
joint statement issued after
the Summit.

They have inked recip-
rocal agreement for,expand-
ing aircraft deployments
from each other's ierritories,
which India has formalised
with other countries,like US,
Russia, France, and Japan,
for mutual supporr of niitit-
ary logistics to facilitate

parking and refuelling,
among others. In their com-
mitted to the Joint Declara-
tion on Defence and Security
Co-operation and strength-
ening of the maritime selur-
ity collaboration roadmap,
the two countries aim at es-
tablishing a robust blueprinr
for regional stability anil de-
f'ence modernisation.

Reacting to the develop-
ments, Arun Ramchandani,
President SIDM, told brusl,-
nessline that Modi's crurent
visit to Australia had resul-
ted in one of the most sub-


