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Seoul: South Korean electronics
major LG Electronics is ventu-
ring intothe automotive business

in India through partnerships

with automobile majors like Hy-
undai, Kia and Renault to make
advanced auto parts like cockpit
electronics, connectivity solu-
tionsand infotdinment systems.
The company has also built a te-
amof 2,500 engineers in Bengalu-
ru for uevelopmg such products
globally, LG’s global head for the
business Valentin Janiaut said.
The company spokesperson furt-
her said the group has launched
electricvehicle (EV)chargingsolu-
tions in Korea and the US, and is
“paying attention”. to India for a
roll-out since it’s also a fast-gro-
wing EV market. “However, not-
hingis confirmed yet,” she said.
Janiaut, who is the software so-
lutions task leader for the vehicle
component solutions business at
LGElectronics,said Hyundaiand
Kia may launch LG’s PlayWare
enterthinment platform for in-

car infotain-
B ment systems in In-
diabynextyear. Hesaid the
company will add localised con-
tent in the platform for India in
areas like news, music, movies
and parking solutions.
“We are interested to explore

~othercollaborationsintheIndian

market agpart from the existing
ones with Hyundai, Kia, Renault
and Volkswagen,” said Janiaut.
“There will be a price impact for
these products and solutions in

the car and not every model sold
in India, especially the entry-seg-
ment, may have these,” hesaid.
The foray into mobility solu-
tions business in India is part of
LG Electronics’ transformation
from a consumer electronics com-
pany tosmartlife solutions compa-
ny by 2030. LG expects the transfor-
mation into a smart solutions com-
pany will aid higher profits and re-

venue growth, and almost half of -

its global revenue will come from
business-to-business products as

co*npared t030% now. In India, LG
is the largest home appliance ma-
nufacturer such as refrigerators
and washing machines, and isa le-

“ading player in air- _conditioners

andtelevisions. The companyhas2
plants in the country.

LG has developed AlphaWare, a
software defined vehicle plat-
form designed to help car manu-
facturers deliver home-like com-
fort and connectivity to drivers
and passengers. PlayWare, Meta-
Ware and VisionWare are the
three LG AlphaWare core solu-
tions that are designed specifical-
lyfor the consumer.

While PlayWare is an entertain-
ment platform for in-vehicle info-
tainment experience, MetaWare
connects the driver with the vehi-
cle and the outside world through
augmented reality to make dri-
ving safer. VisionWare analyzes
the behaviour of the driver and
the passenger through an advan-
ced monitoring system to prevent
distractions and. hazards that
may occur when drlvmg

(ThereporterisinSeoulonan
invitationfrom LG Electronics)
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