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The Andhra Pradesh govern-

ment has decided to- defer.
presentation of the full State.

Budgetfor2024aZSbyamonth
orso. . -

- The State Assembly session,
slated to commence on July

22, may see the N Chandrab-

abu Naidu-led NDA govern-
ment present a vote-on-ac-

count to buy. more time 10

work on full-fledged Budget

' proposals likely to be presen--
ted in. September, an official -

“toldbusinessline... ..

Naidu, who was recently in
Delhito meet important min- e
Union ' govern-

isters
ment, has sought substantial
financial support to- help. re-
construct Andhra Pradesh. He
had also met Finance Minister’
Nirmala Sitharaman, There is
expectation that Sitharaman
may offer something to the
State when she presents the
Budaet on Jul‘y 23. According
to the buzz in the corridors of

<«
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with AP Chxef Mmlster N Chandrababu Naidu

thvé‘Fiﬁance‘ Mlmstry, financial
aidof about %1 lakh crore was
dxscussedby‘cheAP ChiefMin-

ister.. . y

TOPOFTHEAGENDA .-
Naldu said that a White Paper
onthe Statefinances will bere-
leased, which could serve as a
run-up to the full Budget to be
presented indue course. Apart
from ascertaining the position

of State finances, Naiduwould

like to wait for clarity on the

“flow of funds from the Centre
before listing out the State.

Budget pro'po‘sals( Fmancml
support for the Greenfield

Amaravati Capital Projectand.

wmpletton of the Polavaram

ingpower. :
“The State govemment is

keen on giving a head start to
mega projects, including Am-
aravati, for speedy develop-
ment of the State, along with
fulfilling poll promises. As. it
inherited a cash-starved State

exchequer, it will take some .

.

‘ rare on the top of:the:
S goVErnment’s agends,“as-de-
clared. by Naidu after assum-

iesand devise ways and means
10 garner more revenue “r}:\t‘p

plugg};;g‘u:a{evloopholes,”the
ofﬁaalsald. -

‘SUPER SIX’ SCHEM'ES St

The ‘promise of ‘Super Si¥’
welfare:-schemes in the pre-
poll manifesto of the NDA —
TDP, Jang Senaand BIP —will
alsoweigh teavilyon the State

exchequer as it includesan in-
crease in. monthly welfare -

pensions with effect . from

April 1,2024; and free travel:

1 Budget il s@x’; |
yon C@Hﬁ‘ai mﬁ ’

- time'to document the labilit- .|

for women. AndhraPradesh

has; a}ready implemented an
increase in welfare pensions;
which itself resulted inan ad-
ditionalburden of 3819 crore,

As.per RBI data; the total
outetandmg liabilities of the
Andhra Pradesh government
rose from 32,64,338 crore in
2019 to T4,85,490 crore as of

March 2024. As a percentage:

of the gross State domestic
product, theystoodat33; 5per
cent

' benéfiting &5 laklipensiners.* |
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Nmsh seeks 330, OOO Cmre aid
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Prime Minister Narendra |,

| Mody’s second-biggest ally
1" is demanding ¥30,000 crore
| from the Budget this year to
help fund projects in Bihar,
acgordmg to people familiar
with tie'matter.
|... The Bihar government,
| ‘which is Ted by Janata Dal

(United)’s Nitish Kumar,

made the request during a
pre—Budget meeting - with
Finance:: Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman last month, the
people said, asking not-to be
|+-identified because the dis-
». cussionsare private.

The government has re-
ceived the request from Bi-
Har but Hasn’t yet decided

- how much will be allocated
| to the State this year, one of
the people said.

 Modi’s biggest ally in the
- coalition — N Chandrababu
“Naidu of the Telugu Desam
Party - has already made a
request for more than $12
‘billion in aid over the next
few years for Andhra Pra-

desh, Bloomberg reported -

last week,
The combined fiscal de-
mands from the two coali-

. Blhar Chlef Mm|ster Nitlsh Kumar

tion pames are equ1va1ent
to more than half of the gov-
i ernment’s-annual food sub-
‘sidy budget of %2.2-lakh

crore. That shows the fiscal

pressure Modiisunderashe, -
balances the demands of his " -
allies with his goals of curb-

ing government debt. He

has some’ leeway in “this"

year’s Budget though, after
the central bank paid the
government a_ record . dis

vidend' and tax’ revenues ‘

surged ‘ .

. Modi’s Bharatlya Janata
Party failed to win an out-
right majority for the first
time in a decade in recently
held electiosis and is reliant

‘on support fronvits allies.to

continue - governing.: The
two coalition partners make
up¢ 9 5 per cent of the parha-

- mentary-.

Seats held - by
Modi’s  National = Demo-
cratic Alliance.

Both the BJP’s allies want.

'the federal ‘government to

allow them to borrow more
in the states thit they gov- °

- ern, Fiscal  rulek: stipulate

that states limit their bor-
rowing to 3 per cent of the
région’s ~ gross - domestic
product. Bihar has-asked for®

-an additional 1 per,cent. of

_headroom ‘with .no, condi-
tiors “attached; pe
‘miliat;- say; <while: Andhras

. Pradesh has.requested 0.5

' per cent.

eople ‘fa-

WHAT JD(U) WANTS.
The JID(U) also wants provis,
sion in the’ Budget forbuild- |
ing niné airports, four new .
metro- lines, seven medical
colleges in the State along-
side funding for Settingupa
20,000:crore thermal

- power plant, repair work

across  over 20,000 km of

- roads. Bihar has also reques-

ted special category status,

_according t6 media reports,

which would give the State

’preferentlal treatment in
..accessing - funds from the
central government and tax
breaks



