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India is bracing fot some im-
pact and disruption on tlc
Indo-Bangladesh Protocol
(IBP) Routss, connectingthe
Noith-Eastern region of the
sub-poptingnt through
Bangladesh's Waters/ays, as
it withdrarars uans-shipment
arrangements and other
trade restrictions like the use
of speciflc ports for garment' ,

slipments or blocking the '

ffo,w of jterns into the North-
Eastern. region from the
neighbouring country,

Aecording to Sarbananda.
Sonowal, Union Minister for
Forts, Shippiog & Water-
wayso "Cog:rectiltty lo the
Nor"th-East through IBP wili
aJso be disrupted."

,'rI[ith the withdrawa] of
the transshipment arrange-
ment to Baagiadesh, trade on
the IBF routes connecting
Kolkata.to the, North-East-
ern region will be affected,"
he told busintssline in an in-
tervieur.
. Cargo.volumgsviathetrBP
routes are dr:rm 20 per cent,
srilrr:e3 sii;, . lvhile .I'd-ii
Garzga Y'ilas - the longest
cruise in the world - is eye-
ing a truncated route, avoid-
ing Bangiadesh waters. In
fact, bookings for the cruise
are yet to begin, sources said.

TIT&DE RETAXIATIGN
India formally ended the
trensshipment agreement
with Bangladesh, effective
April 8. The apgeement al-
lowed Bangla,lesh to export
to ttrird countries by transit-
ing through Indlan land cus-
toms stations.

points intlre Nor*r-East, in-
cluding those in Tripura, As-
sam, Meghalaya and
Mizoram, and West Bengal's
Phulbari and Changra-
bandha- Other key Banglade.
shi expords, including
plastics, processed food, car,
bonated drinks, cotton and
wooden furniture, will also
face the ban.

The IBPR waterways facil-
itates the movement of

.Jamuaa, and'Cumti
Union Ministerfor Ports; .

Shipping & Waierways

It facilitated the rnove-
ment of goods 'from
Bangladesh to ports aad air-
ports in India for onward .

shipment to destinations in
Euiope, West Asia and bey-
ond.

India cited logistical cha!-
lenges, including congestion
ar Indian ports and airports,
as the primary reason for re-
vocation.

Later that monttr, Dhaka
ennoun'.ed the, cJosure -cf

land ports to lndian yarn ex-
porcs, disrupting suppl1r
chains to textile mi1lS here,
especially those producing
dyed and value-added yarns,

Subsequently, lndia re-
sponded by cutting off land
pofi access for Bangladesh's
readymade garrnents.

The restrictions are signi-
ficant. India has now limited
Bangladeshi readlrmade gar-
ment shipments to just tw:tr
ports, Kolkata and N-hava
Sheva, effectively shutting
out all 11 land customs

I-$,6PACT GN IBP
Sonowal said the main trade
on th e iBP route is the export
of fly ash from power plants
in West Bengal. Cu-rrently,
tear$ 4.47 miltriolr tomes qf
fly ash .are being evacuated
from tlre power piants. The
discontiauation of ffy ash
transportation from Yy'est
Bengal to Bangladeshwili ad-
versely impact the operatrion
of thermal power plants.

"Additionally, connectiv-
i4. to the Nonh-East
tlirorigh the IBP route wifi
ajsobe disrupted," he said.

As part of the {BP roirte,
India also has access .to

Ba*gladesh's Mongla Port. It
has a i:erth for inlandvessels.
Operations here are likeiy to
be impacted too.

"Mongla port, which lies
on the IBP route and has 

'aseparate bei"th for inland
vessels, wili atso be affected
by the disruption of trade
between Koikata and Mongia
port via the IBP route,"
Sonowal said.
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