As India & US look to revive trade deal talks,
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In a move that may put bilat-
eral trade talks back on track,

US Ambassador to India Ser-

gio Gor on Thursday said a
high-level Indian delegation
will visit Washington later
this month, signalling a re-
newed push to finalise the
proposed interim trade deal.

The development comes
after negotiations slowed
amid uncertainty over US
tariff measures after the US
Supteme Court invalidated
the ‘reciprocal tariffs’.

“The United States and
India have previously agreed
to a trade deal, and we look
forward to welcoming an In-
dian delegation to Washing-
ton later this month,” Gor
said in a post on X, following
his meeting with US Trade
Representative ~ Jamieson
Greer. '

The visit will also provide
India an opportunity to raise
concerns over two ongoing
Section 301 investigations
launched by the US Trade
Representative: one related
to excess manufacturing ca-
pacity afd the other to
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forced labour, which could
potentially lead to more
tariffs. .
DETAILS UNCLEAR
Sources in the Indian gov-
ernment confirmed the del-
egation visit, but said it was
still at a planning stage. “The
details of the visit of the In-
dian trade delegation to
Washington  are  being
worked out,” the source said.
The two nations an-
nounced a preliminary bilat-
eral trade deal framework on
February 2, 2026, but it did
not get formalised or signed

as the US Supreme Court
gave its judgment on Febru-
ary 20 invalidating the recip-
rocal tariff regime.

The US has indicated that
it considers the framework
deal, under which India
agreed to eliminate or
sharply reduce tariffs for
most industrial goods and
also lower duties on a wide
range of US agricultural and
food products, as good as
done.
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But India wants more tariff
concessions so that it main-

month

tains its advantage over com-
peting  countries such as
Bangladesh and Vietnam,
sources said.

“In the framework deal,
Washington offered to bring
down reciprocal tariffson In-
dia to 18 per cent (from 25
per cent), which was slightly
lower than those on compet-
ing countries. But now that
reciprocal tariffs are gone
and all countries face a uni-
form short-term tariff of 10
per cent, India’s tariff con-
cessions under the deal must
put it at an advantage over
the others,” the source ex-
plained. Otherwise, the trade
deal will not make sense.

New Delhi is also likely to
draw attention to the ongo-
ing Section 301 probes, in-
volving India among other
countries, as it could poten-
tially' negate tariff advant-
ages of the trade pact.

~ Separately, Foreign Sec-
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three-day visit to Washing-
ton this week to engage
senior US officials on trade,
defence and global develop-
ments, amid ongoing trade
investigations, fluid tariff
measures and a volatile se-
curity situation in West Asia.



