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Indla s Steel Mmlstry has
reached out to Mongolia as it
looks to startwork 6n creating

logistics support ‘and’ explore
mves;ments» for

| possible

g
Vernment ofﬁma]s is
act:vated” to look into

of cokmg coal from
Russid,*Thdonesia 4fid*New
Zealand, apart from Mbfolia.
The move comes in the wake
ofi mcreasmg volat]htym cok-
ing coal prices, espeaélly in
 the case of shipments coming
in from Australia. Coking coal
prices
prime hard coking coal grade

from Australia) have over the
lastsixmonths seena$100per
tonne jump. “We don’t inter-
veneinthemarkets (tocontrol
price volatility). But there is a
Jomtworhnggxoup,whlchwe

(the bench-marked

Nagendra Nath Sinha,

Union Steef Secretary

will activate (to tap alternate
sourcing markets). I believe
the last meeting took place in
2021. However, I have reached
out to the Ambassador of
Mongolia and we hope to ac-
tivate that mechanism toget a
better understanding of their
mines, the washeries, logistics

“andsoon,”he sa1<i

'SETTING UP WASHERIES

Earlier discussions within the
istry saw Mongolian offi-

cialsbeingtoldthattherewasa -

need to set up washeries,

which would allow India ac-

cess to better grades of coal
(lower ash content). Accord-
ing to Sinha, the Ministry also
needs to understand the “ca-

pac1ty” that Mongoha has in
order to import coking coal to
India. - Mongolia- is -a* Jand-

 locked country - with China

and: Russia — being its key

X! neighbours; and most of -its

trade’takes place through the
ports-of these two nations.
“The joint Werlnng group will
undertaké -~ yarious: .explora-

~ tions {inicludinga’ Took into 1o-

" gistics aspects). On Tuesday, I
 hadreached out tothe Ambas-

sador. Hopefully-with. greater

" involvement with the Minis-

tries: and thé: industry-swe
should: be -in’ a-positichsto
achieveésomeresults,”hesaid.

Internal discussions of the
meuyhadpomtedoutto al-
ternative . routes’ being - éx-
plored if sourcing from Mon-
golia had to happen. Concerns
persist on Chinese interven-

tion. Reportedly,Mongoliahas .

rail connectivityto Russia and
China and the ports ofthese
countries. The pushis towards
leveraging these lines for ex-
portingcoal.
Three major. rail projects
have been commi d.in
2022 and four’ new :
checkpoints will be opened,
primarily with a focus on min-
eraltransportauon.




