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y1 hina's top legislativebodY on
$' Mondaybeganreviewingthe
\-f fir'st revision in more thantwo

decades oftie counqy's foreign rade
law,asBeijingseekstogivelegal :

backingto countermeasures it can
tal<e in a trade conflict.

The revision would strengthen

three readings by lawmal<ers.
The rise ofglobal trade batriers

since Doni:ld Trump's return to the
US presidency has sxacerbated
challenges for CNna's expon-driven
economy,wi*r *rc imposicion of
sweeping duties on intpons of
Chinese products settirrg ufl months
of tit-for-tat tariff escaladons.

TBADETENSIONS
WasliinEton and Beijing in August
exrended atruce for v0 days, staving
offeveuhigher duties'

Meanwhile, China last week
annouoced initial anti-dumping
duties on pork impotts from the
Europcan Union, dccpcning tradc
tcnsions that spikcd when the bloc
imposed tarifi's on China-ntade
electric vehicles. Mexico is also
considering tariffs on Chinese
products.

China's expon growt^h slowed to a

six-mo:rth low in August, as a hoost
from the tariff truce wil h the US

fbded..eutus

&xri!$$(? aiil{i}L$T}a" At 6-mo nth I ow
China's trade countenneasures,
allowing trade bans or restrictions on
foreign individuals or organisadons
deemed a dangerto China's
sovereignryor security, the oftciai
Xinhua news agency reportt'd.

The draft also outlines thc
establishment of a "trade adjusrment
assistmce" system and measuresto
stabilise supply chains, the report
said.

The revision, the first since APrii
2004, was ex?ected this Year,but its
deliberation had not appeared in thc
agenda for a schedulcd nreeting ofthe
Sianding Commirtec of the Nationai

P.eople's Congress this week'
Clina's commerce ministry had

orevioulv mentioned that "other
ir"a"r.uri *"ot*es" beyond tradc
bans and-restrictions could be talien,
without providing details.

Such open ended language allows
for a vast range of countermcasures
deployed in the past, includingexport
conrrols and investigations into
foreign companies.

It was unclear ifthe revision would
be passed this week, Bills, revisions
md amendments typicnllY require
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