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The nascent domestic drone 
industry in Uttar Pradesh has 
received a Make in India shot 
in the arm with the state plan-
ning to deploy drones for agri-
cultural purposes. 

The drones will be used for 
spraying pesticides, fertilisers, 
and farm nutrients in the cul-
tivated land.  

Considering that Uttar 
Pradesh is among the top agri-
cultural and horticultural pro-
ducers with a cultivated area 
of almost 17 million hectares, 
there is a huge potential for 
local drone units, service 
providers and allied industry. 

According to reports, 
India’s drone sector is project-
ed to clock a turnover of 
~12,000-15,000 crore by 2026. 

The government has 

announced plans to establish 
a Centre of Excellence dedicat-
ed to drones at the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Kanpur, to foster research and 
facilitate setting up of drone 
units in the state. 

According to UP 
Agriculture Minister Surya 
Pratap Shahi, the state was 
committed to integrating mod-
ern technology with the farm 
sector to ensure farm prosper-
ity and higher  rural income. 

“The application of drones 
will not only save time, money 
and effort of farmers but it will 
also help in better and higher 
farm yield owing to economi-
cal and pragmatic use of fer-
tilisers and soil nutrients,” he 
said, adding the Centre would 
provide 32 drones for agricul-
tural research. Besides, the UP 
government will educate and 
encourage the farmers to use 
drones through field demon-
strations. The government has 
announced a subsidy on 
drones. The Centre has persist-
ently been liberalising the pol-
icy framework to boost the 
indigenous drone industry. 
Drones or unmanned aerial 
vehicles are veritably posi-
tioned as a major technology 
disruption even as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
set the target of making India 
a drone hub by 2030. 
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