Indla seeks an end to WTO's 1998 tarlff freeze on dlgltal trade

INDIAIS SEEKING to endafreeze oncountriestaxingelectronic

trade,amovethatwould allowtariffs tobeimposed onanything -
from software downloads tovideo games..

New Delhi will ask WTO members to lift a moratoriumon .

customs duties on electronic transmissions,according toa per—

. son familiar with the matter, who asked not to be identified as -

the dlscusmons axen 't publlc. Thei issue wﬂl come up for discus- -
i F

The WTOhashada moratorium on customs duhes onelec-
tronic transmissions since 1998, and members have extended y
thetule every twoyears.Iridia and other developing nationslike -
~-South Africa say the'restriction leads to @loss of tariff revenue
andaffectstheirtrade competitiveness.Indiawantstobeableto .

- tax goods that are embedded in digital trade, the person said. It
willalso pushthe WTOto bringclarityonthe definition of goods
. .ine-commerce,the personsaid. - - .. —~BLOOMBERG




