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&dSM& Ut{t ${l{Si&E}. Prime tulinister Narendra
at a meeting in New Delhi on Mondaycrr

Modi and Ilaldives President t\doharned IMuizzu

!

e;:ate confidcnce in its exist-
ing forex position and a1low
thein to entei into dea,ls or
discussions where they re-
quire tiiis enhanced lbreign
exchange that'the,v can draw
on.

P'fI :r<lcls: T'he lviilciivian
President saicl lndia is one of
rhe largest to..r-risr:r source
inariiets f'or the t\4aldir..es,
and hoped that. more Indian
tourists wiil visit the ar-
chipe lago nirrion. ilfiiizzu
also said the ties he&i,eenttr:re
I,'raidives and india..ire'1;eii-
twies-oid, as evldenr
throughout o ur iristories,"

1'he two ieaders aclmow-
ieciged that it ",virs an oppor-
tune tiri:e for botli sides to
"chart a new 1i^amework fbr
cooperation" r,vith an aiiu to
cornprehensiuely transfbnn
tire bilaterai relationship to a
Complehens,vr. Ecorll,rilic
iind folaritinte SecLuiry P.ai'r-
nership, w1r:ich is people-
cen-aic, future-oriented and
wili act as arr anchor ofstabil-
iry ir: dru tl,.li"n Oe*,art l(c-
gion, ul Mir.A s tiitemerlt said.

Ltoth rhe leatlers have dc-
cided ro "enhalce eflbms to
Lroosr tcurism i:retween *re
t$o c{iunaries tir:'origh m.ir-
keting carnpaigns and coliab-
orativc e1furts."
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ffi&$g*ffiWg&Mffi Y&WS. Maldivian Fresident woos more tourists frorn lndia; 5 MoUs signed in diverse areas
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and illaid.ives Presid-
ent Mohamcd Muizzu re-
viewed bilateral relarions
and agreed on a culTency

.swap agreement tlat would
grant access to the Maldives
to $400 miilion support and
an additional t3,000 erqre,

T.ONEIGNEXCHANGE
Muizzu, on an official visit to
India, said this would be in-
strumental in heiping rhe
counry facing a foreign-ex-
change crunch. "l am tlank-
fiiI to the lndian goverrrment
for providing support in the
form oft3,000 crore, in addi-
rionto the $400 millionbilat-
eral currency swap agree-
ment which will be
instrumental in addressing
the foreign exchange issues
we are facing right now,"
Muizzu said fotrlowing bitrat-
eral talks with Modi in New
DelhionMonday.

The two sictes signed a
total of flve MoUs in diverse
areas, from flrrreucy swap to
sports, launched RuPay
cards in Maldives and vimr-
aily inaugr:rated the new

runway at thg Flanimaadhoo
international a.irporu" mark-
ing Muizzn's visit.

The counrries also adon-
ted a 'Comprehensive Eci-
nomic and Maririme Secur-
iry Parraerstripl to 'hdd a
strategic dimension to the
bilateralties."

The meering is expected
co boost bilateral relations,
which have been rocky afl;er
Mu:zz,,t, seen by many as a

pro-Chin4 leader, had
ordered the withdrawal of
Indian traops from
Maldives.

"Yaarana jaari rahiga
(friendiy ties will con-
tinue)," Foreign Secretary
Viloam Misri said respond-
ing to questions from the
media on overconfng ten-
sions between the rfiro
countries.

"Our atcempt in this visit

is to try and reinforce this
already strong relationship
that is there and buiid on rhe
numerous shared interests,
'foday, there was recognition
.bv both leaders of the im-
ponance of this reiation-
ship,l'Misri said.

On tlte curency-swap
agreement; the Foreign Sec-
retary said the idea was to
bolster rhe Maldives' foreign
exchange rese$res and gen-
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