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Ukraine, pandemic hit global
supply chains: PM at Russia meet

SHUBHAMNTROY
Mew Delhi, September 7

WITH RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
Vladimir Putin listening, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said the Ukraine
conflict and the Covid pan-
demic have had-a “major
impact” on global supply
chains, leading to shortages of
foodgrains, fertilisersand fuels.

In an online plenary session
addressatthe Eastern Economic
Forum —beingheld inthe Russ-
ian city of Vladivostok and also
attended by Putin — Modi,with-
out mentioning the Russian
invasion,said India has stressed
the need to pursue diplomacy
and dialogue “since the begin-
ning of the Ukraine conflict”.

India’s “ancient doctrine of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam has
taught us to see theworld as a
family,and in today’s globalised
world, events in one part of the
world create an impact on the
whole world,” said Modi. “The
Ukraine conflict and the Covid
pandemic have had a major
impact on global supply chains.
Shortagesof foodgrains, fertilis-
+ ersand fuelsareamajor concern
for developing countries. Since
the beginning of the Ukraine
conflict, we have stressed the
need to take the path of diplo-
macyanddialogue...Wesupport
all peaceful efforts to end this
conflict,” he said.
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Modi said India welcomes
the recent agreement regard-
ing the safe export of cereals
and fertilisers.“Indiais keento
strengthen its partnership
with Russia on Arctic issues.
There is also immense poten-
tial for cooperation in the field
of energy. Along with energy,
Indiahasalso made significant
investments in the Russian Far
Eastintheareasof pharmaand
diamonds,” he said.

His comments come in the
backdrop of concernsraised by
the West, includingthe USand

Europe, over countries buying.

oil from Russia. Ukraine has
criticised India for buying
Russian oil. Defending the
decision, India has said it is
buying oil to meet energy
needs and minimise the infla-
tionary impact.

On Wednesday, Modi said
Russia can become an impor-
tantpartnerforthe Indiansteel
industry with the supply of
coking coal, and there is scope
for cooperation in the mobility
of talent. “Indian talent has
contributed to the develop-
ment of many developed
regions of the world. I believe
that the talent and profession-
alism of Indians can bring
about rapid development in
the Russian Far East,” he said.

Recalling his participation
at the forum summit in 2019,
Modi said India had
announced its “Act Far-East”
policy at that time, as a result
of which its cooperation with
the Russian Far East had
increased in various fields.

“This policy has now
become a key pillar of the
ZSpecialand Privileged Strate-
gicPartnership’between India
and Russia,” he said. “This
monthitself, 30 years are being
completed since the establish-
ment of the Consulate of India

in Vladivostok. India was the
first country to open a con-
sulate in this city. Since then,
this city has been witness to -
many milestones in our rela-
tionship,” he said.

Modi said the Eastern Eco-
nomic Forum, established in
2015, has become a major
global forum forinternational
cooperation in the develop-
ment of the Russian Far East.
“Forthis,Iappreciate President
Putin’s vision and also con-
gratulate him,”he said.

About the International
North-South Corridor, the
Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime
Corridor and the Northern Sea
Route,Modi said:“Connectivity
will play an important role in
the development of our rela-
tions in the future”

Organised by The
Roscongress Foundation, the
Eastern Economic Forum
describesitself asakeyinterna-
tional platform for establishing
and strengthening ties within
the Russian and global invest-
ment communities, and for
comprehensive expert evalua-
tionoftheeconomicand iivest-
ment potential of the Russian
Far East. The forum was estab-
lished by the decree of President
Putin in 2015 to support the
economic development of Rus-
sia’s Far East and to expand
international cooperationin the
Asia-Pacificregion.




