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services,
The formal announcement of

cornmencement of the election
process h I ndia iserpccted byrnidd.le

cf Alarch and the new govdrnntcnt
t itl be taki::rg office latest by |une' In

Jui;,ittill be prescnthgthe fulJ Bud-
gct f orFY25 and prioritiesforthenerl
fire1'gart.

Speculation is rife in the UK that
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak may cail

for earlyeleciions.Accordingto some

media reports, elections in the UK

may be hcld inMaY along with some

Iocal elections even though the cur-

rent Parliamerit term ends in
December.

Ahigh-tevel delegation from the
tlKis cunentlyinlndiato ersurethat
there is no let-up in the intensity of
nesotiations.Theirvisit follows a visit
to iondon by officiais fronl hrdia led

by commerce secretary Sunil Barth-
r,r'al in the last week of February. The

engagernent between the two sides

continues at the highest leveis.

The designated negotiators from
both sides are engaged in the 14tli
round of negotiatioru since fanuary.

Alongwith the FfA,both sides are also

negotiating a Bilaterai Investment
Treaty (BIT).

According to a rePort in 7ftP

Gmrdiart, bdianor.lryvantstowaitfor
the nert government in the IIKsothat
if the IabourParVforms the govem-

ment then it can erpect a better deai

on visas and social seo,ritY.
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