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‘THE US TRADE deficit widened in

November, reﬂectmg the biggest
jumpin .mports since March 2022
‘as companies. accelerated-ship-
‘ments ahead of 2 possible dock-
_ workers’strike and in anticipation

of potential tariffs by the Trﬁmp g

" administration.
The gap in goods and services
trade grew 6.2% from the prior
month to $78.2 billion, Commerce

_ Department data showed Tuesday.
‘The figure was in line with the
| median projection of econqrmsts in

- aBloomberg survey.

Thevalue of 1mports increased
3:4% from :a month earlier to™, ,

$351.6 billion. Exports rose 2.7%.

| ‘The figures aren’t adjusted for :

inflation.

--Thej jumpin lmports wasbroad,
mcludmg inéreases in consumer’
goods, capital. equipment and .
motor vehicles, hkely'reﬂectmg i

, preference by US~ compames to
" Se¢ure shipments in advance of
potential tariffs. Moreover, many
, are hoping to mitigate disruptions
from' a potential strike by dock-
| workers with a mid- Ianuary dead-
| Tine to reachadeal "

The gap in gobds and services
trade grew 6.2% from the prior

month to$78.2billion * eoomesre
i The figures follow an October
downshift in demand for forexgn
merchandise aftér companiés dou-
bled up efforts to ensure theywere
well-stocked “ahead, of - hollday—
shoppmg season.

«Goodsand services trade ifithe

‘third quarter subtracted fro gross
(domesti¢ product,andthe Iatéstnet
“'exports figures suggest a'similar

impactis possiblein the final three-
month period of 2024. US manu-
facturers, as well as: service
providers, remain challenged by

weak overseas economies and a
- strong dollar that risk keeping the
- trade gapwide th:s year. e




