UK home secy casts doubt
on FTIA over ‘open borders’
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London, 6 October

ritain’s Indian-origin
B home secretary, Suella
Braverman, has cast
doubts over a proposed free
trade agreement (FTA) with
India over the issue of migra-
tion and branded Indians as
the “largest group of people
who overstay” their visas in
the UK.

Expressing concerns over
what she fears will be an
“open borders” migration pol-
icy in an interview with The
Spectator on Thursday, the
senior minister seemed to
indicate that she will not offer
Cabinet backing to a trade
deal that offers India greater
visa concessions.

It will pitch her in a possi-
ble clash with British Prime
Minister Liz Truss, who wants
an FTA with India — now in
the final round of negotiations
— within the Diwali deadline
set by her predecessor Boris
Johnson.

“Thave concerns about hav-
ing an open borders migration
policy with India because I
don't think that’s what people
voted for with Brexit,”
Braverman told the British
weekly news magazine.

Asked about visa flexibility
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for students and entrepre-
neurs under an India-UK FTA,
she said: “But I do have some
reservations. Look at migra-
tion in this country — the
largest group of people who
overstay are Indian migrants.

“We even reached an
agreement with the Indian
government last year to
encourage and facilitate better
cooperation in this regard. It
has not necessarily worked
very well,” the minister said.

Braverman was referenc-
ing the Migration and
Mobility Partnership (MMP)
clinched between her prede-
cessor in the Home Office,
Indian-origin former Home

Secretary Priti Patel, and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in May last year.
“This landmark agreement
with our close partners in the
government of India will pro-
vide new opportunities to
thousands of young people in
the UK and India seeking to
live, work and experience
each other's cultures. This
agreement will also ensure
that the British government
can remove those with no
right to be in the UK more eas-
ily and crack down on those
abusing our system,” Patel
said of the MMP at the time.
But Braverman's con-
tention that the pact has not

worked very well is seen as a
clear indication that she is
unlikely to back her boss, Liz
Truss, on any further visa
offers that are expected to be
a part of a wider FTA.

It comes in the wake of her
comments at the Conservative
Party annual conference ear-
lier this week, where she tar-
geted “low-skilled migrants”
and the growing numbers of
student visas being issued.

“We should be looking
more at students. We've had a
massive increase in the num-
ber of students coming into
this country. I do think we do
get to a point where we have to
look at some of the courses that
people are doing in this coun-
try, some of the institutions,
they are not always very good
quality,” said Braverman.

“I think it’s legitimate to
question whether that is going
to serve our economic objec-
tives, and taking a more dis-
cerning, smart approach to the
number of student visas I think
is highly consistent with our
agenda for growth,” she noted.

Her intervention comes at
a time when India has over-
taken China as the country
with the highest number of
student visas issued to study
at higher education institu-
tions in the UK.




